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To the One God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,  

Jesus, the Messiah, 

be all praise, honor and glory!   

To Him I give thanks for His written word and inspiration. 

 

“Seek the LORD while He may be found,  

      Call upon Him while He is near.  

      Let the wicked forsake his way,  

      And the unrighteous man his thoughts;  

      Let him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him;  

      And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.  

      For My thoughts are not your thoughts,  

      Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD.  

       “For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  

      So are My ways higher than your ways,  

      And My thoughts than your thoughts.  

  For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven,  

      And do not return there, But water the earth,  

      And make it bring forth and bud,  

      That it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  

      So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;  

      It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please,  

      And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” 

Isaiah 55:6-11(NKJV) 
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FOREWORD 

 
I have been asked why I am writing this book.  There are several reasons…The first of which would be to help 
build the faith of believers, assuring them that God is alive and well and at work in accomplishing His purpose.   
For those who may be reading this book out of curiosity or who may be searching for answers in life, I would 
hope that you would examine the evidence of Scripture presented and that His Spirit would lead you in a quest 
for knowledge and truth.  Perhaps you will begin to see the imprint of God’s hand on history and His 
implementation of a plan that’s been around for millennia.   
 
Another reason is to emphasize the importance of biblical prophecy and its implication for believers and 
nonbelievers alike with regard to historical and current world events.  It could be that the Scriptures and 
comments contained herein will shed some light on a subject which is too often confusing but more often 
ignored.   
 
I do not profess to have any special insight into the topics which are discussed in this book but have laid them 
out and arranged them in such a way as to attempt to make the subject matter less confusing.  Here, I might be 
accused of taking Scripture out of context.  If that is your opinion, let me encourage you to get out your Bible 
and prove whether or not that is what I have done.  The Bible is about one-third prophecy.  All Bible prophecy 
is related, in one way or another, to Israel, the people and the land.   Although there are prophecies given 
concerning cities, empires and persons which are not necessarily Jewish or located in Israel, they were recorded 
by Hebrew prophets as an example and witness not only to Israel but also to gentile nations that the God of 
Israel is the one and only true God.  God emphasizes the importance of prophecy in the Book of Isaiah, 
“Remember the former things of old, I am God and there is no other; I am God and there is none like me, 
declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying my counsel shall stand 
and I will accomplish all my purpose (Isaiah 46:9-10).”  And Jesus emphasizes it also in the New Testament, 
“Oh, foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken (Luke 24:25)!” When it comes 
to the word of God, we should prove all things in order to establish in our minds what is true.  It is the truth that 
sets us free. (John 8:32) 
 
For centuries, many in the Church have taken the teachings of early church leaders and passed them on to the 
next generation without regard as to whether they were true to Scripture.  The teaching that I am referring to is 
that of “supersessionism,” “replacement theology,” or “the doctrine of spiritual Israel.”  This teaching, stated 
simply, is that God has replaced Israel with the Church and that all the covenant promises He made to Israel 
now belong to the Church.  As such, He has no present or future plans for Israel or the Jewish people.  I urge 
you to pay close attention to the Scriptures quoted herein which do not support this theology.  In fact, there are 
hundreds of them and were I to include them all, this little book would not be quite so little and would require 
more than just a few hours of your time to read.  I believe that by the time you’ve finished this “little book” you 
will have to agree that God has a plan He’s had from the beginning and that He’s sticking to it.  
 
You may ask why this is so important.  The short answer is that God says it is.  The long answer would stretch 
down through about two thousand years of history in which no one knows how much death and destruction this 
lie has brought upon all of humanity.  Anti-Semitism has its roots in replacement theology.  And one would 
have to concede that anti-Semitism played a major role in World War II.  How many lives were lost in that war 
alone?  In Genesis 12:3, speaking to Abraham God says, “I will bless those who bless you and him who curses 
you, I will curse.”  We could certainly make the observation that the cursing of the Jews, the sons of Abraham 
through Isaac and Jacob, brought about great destruction in Europe in the 20th century.  
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In the book of Numbers, Chapters 22 through 24, there is an interesting story about a prophet named Balaam.  
Balak, the king of Moab, sent messengers to Balaam to come and curse Israel as Balak thought this would make 
it possible for him to drive Israel from the land.  Balaam had inquired of God as to what to do with this request 
from Balak.  God let him know that he was not to go and curse this people.  The request from the king of Moab 
came again a second time and he was allowed to go but it seemed that there was a question as to his intention 
and God wanted to be sure to get his attention.  So, on his way to meet Balak, the angel of the Lord got into the 
path of Balaam’s donkey.   The donkey could see the angel but Balaam could not.  The donkey made every 
effort to avoid going near the angel on three occasions and, each time, was beaten by Balaam.  Finally, God 
opened the donkey’s mouth and she spoke to Balaam saying something like this, “Why are you beating me?  
Haven’t I always been obedient and followed your commands for all these many years?”  When Balaam 
answered “yes” he, too, was able to see the angel who had been put there to kill him.   
 
Understandably, this incident really got Balaam’s attention.  So, from that time on, he would be absolutely sure 
not to say or do anything without God’s instruction.  When he met Balak, he told him he would only be able to 
speak the words that God had given him.   
 
On three different occasions, Balaam was asked by Balak to curse Israel and each time he responded with God’s 
word.  One response was, “How can I curse whom God has not cursed?…(Numbers 23:8)”  Then in Numbers 
23:19 (NIV), he said, “God is not a man that He should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change His 
mind.  Does He speak and then not act?  Does He promise and not fulfill?”   
 
I remember when I was about ten or twelve years old how absolutely hilarious I thought it was to see “Frances, 
The Talking Mule” in a movie theater.  If we were able to stand by and see Balaam and his donkey talking back 
to him, we would likely have that same reaction.  We might ask ourselves, “Is it necessary for God to put a 
donkey with the gift of speech in our path before we believe what He says in His word?”  Do we bless the 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob or dare we continue to skirt around and ignore what He prophesied 
so long ago?  
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CHAPTER ONE 
 

BEULAH, THE BUZZER! 
 

Beulah, the Buzzer!  Americans under the age of thirty are not likely to remember the game show, “Truth or 
Consequences.”  This show began on radio in 1940 and on television in 1950 and was quite popular until its 
final production in 1978.  In general, the host of the show would ask the contestants a trivia question to which 
they were not likely to know the answer.  After a specified time, “Beulah, the Buzzer,” would sound.  The 
contestants would then be faced with the “consequences” if they responded incorrectly or failed to respond in 
the allotted time.  Being a “fun” show, the consequence would normally be a favorable or welcome surprise.  
Wouldn’t it be great if that were the only consequence of not knowing the truth?? 
 
What is truth?  Is it important?  And just how important is it?  Does it matter whether or not we spend our lives 
acknowledging some of what is true and not all of what is true?  What are the consequences of embracing 
partial truth?  Where do we find what is true?  Jesus said, “…I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no one 
comes to the Father, but by me.”  (John 14:6)  The Bible says that Satan is the father of lies.  (John 8:44)   
 
The God of the Bible doesn’t ask for much…only that we put Him first!  In other words, we should NOT place 
anyone or anything ahead of God in our priorities.  For He said, “You shall have no other gods before Me 
(Exodus 20:3).” For that, we receive His favor!  God reveals His character in the Bible.  Christianity and 
Judaism are based on the God of the Bible, whose word was recorded over many centuries by numerous authors 
referred to as prophets in the Old Testament and as disciples or apostles in the New Testament.  The Bible is, in 
all probability, the most ancient recorded history of mankind, but also, a history of God’s love for mankind and 
God’s desire to reestablish a relationship with him which was broken with the fall of Adam.  
 
His plan was and is to do this through a people chosen for that purpose.  They were chosen because they were 
descendants of a man God named Abraham.  God established a covenant with Abraham because he was found 
to believe and have faith in the God whom he could not see or touch.   It’s relatively easy to believe in what we 
can see or touch but what about what we can’t see or touch?  Abraham had that kind of faith!  God’s covenant 
with Abraham included blessings of land (Genesis 17:8), nations (Genesis 17:5), and descendants who were to 
number as many as the stars (Genesis 22:17).  God told him to leave the country in which he lived and go to a 
land that he would be shown.   
 
An interesting scenario is outlined in The Israel People – A Study, Book I.1  The author references the ancient 
Hebrew writings of the Book of Jubilees, believed to be written in the first century, and the Book of Jasher 
which is referenced in the Old Testament in Joshua 10:13 and II Samuel 1:18.  According to both of these 
books, after the flood there was a dividing of territories to each of the sons of Noah ─ Shem, Ham and Japheth.  
Ham’s son, Canaan, saw the land that had been allotted to Shem, liked that land and decided to settle there.  His 
brothers and his father said that he would be cursed in the land because that land belonged to Shem.  Abraham 
was a direct descendant of Shem.  Thus, this land was truly a “promised land.” When Joshua led Israel into the 
Promised Land, that land was the land originally given to Shem and later promised to Abraham.  Perhaps this 
gives us an insight as to why Abraham was to go to the land of Canaan.   Not only were the inhabitants to be 
displaced because of their pagan gods and culture, it is possible that the land where they lived wasn’t theirs to 
begin with! 
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 God’s covenant with Abraham was passed on to his son and grandson, Isaac and Jacob.  Jacob’s name was 
changed to Israel, which became the name of this chosen people and their story is recorded in the Old 
Testament.  Interwoven within this story are hundreds of prophecies pointing to Jesus, who was prophesied to 
be of the tribe of Judah2 (Jewish) descended from Israel’s King David3, and who would be Savior and Redeemer 
for all mankind.4   
 
My prophecy study Bible5 lists over a hundred prophecies with regard to the first coming of Jesus and over 
three hundred with regard to His second coming.  The first coming prophecies were made hundreds of years 
before the birth of Christ and were often very specific.  Here are a few of them: 
 
 Scripture  Prophecy     Scriptural Fulfillment 
 Isaiah 7:14  To be born of a virgin    Matthew 1:18 and 1:23-25;  
    To be named Immanuel   Luke 1:26-35; 7:16 
 Micah 5:2  To be born in Bethlehem   Matthew 2:1 
 Psalm 72:10  Wise men to bring gifts   Matthew 2:11 
 Zechariah 9:9  To enter Jerusalem riding donkey  Matthew 21:6-11; Luke 19:35-37 
 Zechariah 11:12 To be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver  Matthew 26-:14-15 
 Zechariah 12:10 His hands, feet and side to be pierced  John 19:34; 20:27 
 Psalms 22:16  Same as above 
 Psalms 22:18  Soldiers to cast lots for His clothes  Matthew 27:35; Mark 15:24;  
          Luke 23:24 John 19:24 
For this many prophecies to come true in the same person would have to be considered almost beyond 
comprehension.   
 
 Over hundreds of years, God’s relationship with His people, Israel, was one of wrath for disobedience and 
unbelief, but more so, of grace and mercy every time they would acknowledge Him and seek to walk in the 
“way” that He had prescribed for them.  Because of the very nature of God and the design of man, (God’s 
creation in “God’s” image) this “way” was the path necessary to walk so as to receive His blessings and favor.  
It is God’s desire and will to establish that relationship of peace and love and He has demonstrated this in His 
plan to save humanity from sin (rebellion against God) inherited from Adam.  “For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life (John 
3:16).” This is all recorded and prophesied as scripture says, “from the beginning.”    
In Old Testament times God revealed Himself through His servants, the prophets.  Prophets who made 
prophecies that did not come to pass, or if they made prophecies that weren’t popular, were often put to death.  
Prophecy was a serious business.   In recent times, Christians have been “burned,” so to speak, by prophecy 
teachers who have “set dates” when making predictions that did not come true.  As a result, many people have 
heard “the sky is falling” one too many times — could all this be the devil’s work? 
 
Bible prophecy fulfilled is God’s “exclamation point!!!”  Sort of, “I TOLD YOU SO LONG AGO!”  Nowhere 
in the Bible does it record that God ever said “OOPS!!”  He does say, “I the Lord do not change. So you, O 
descendants of Jacob are not destroyed (Malachi 3:6 NIV).”  Listen to what Jesus says in Luke 24:25… “Oh, 
foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!”   About 750 B.C. God revealed 
Himself through the prophet Isaiah, but with a “challenge.”  In Isaiah 41:21-24 and 44:6-7, God said that if 
there should be any gods like Himself, let them proclaim what is to come.   
 
Isaiah 44:6-7 
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and His Redeemer, the Lord of Hosts; “I am the first and the last; besides 
Me there is no God.  Who is like me?  Let him proclaim it, let him declare and set it forth before me.  Who has 
announced from of old the things to come?  Let them tell us what is yet to be.”   
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None have successfully accepted that challenge.  Note God’s words, “I am the first and the last.”  That’s 
exactly what Jesus said in Revelation 1:8; 1:17; 21:6; 22:13!    
 
Isaiah 46:9-10 
Remember the former things of old, I am God and there is no other; I am God and there is none like me, 
declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying my counsel shall stand 
and I will accomplish all my purpose.   
God emphasizes His prophetic word, sovereignty, and purpose in Chapter 46 and then in Chapter 48 He says He 
will accomplish His purpose suddenly.   
 
Isaiah 48:3 
The former things I declared of old, they went forth from my mouth and I made them known; then suddenly I did 
them and they came to pass. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
 

A BRIEF REVIEW OF HEBREW HISTORY 
 
 

Don’t panic, you’re not going to have a quiz on years, dates and names at the end of this chapter!  It may, 
however, be helpful if you can get a grasp of names and the sequence of events as revealed in the Bible.  This 
may be helpful for your understanding.  If you are already knowledgeable of this history, perhaps it will be a 
helpful review. 
 
2166 B.C. – 1948 A.D. 

THE PATRIARCHS  
• Abraham, born 2166 B.C. 6 
• Isaac, born 2066 B.C. 
• Jacob, born 2006 B.C. - Name changed to Israel.7 He had twelve sons 8 who became the twelve 

tribes of the nation Israel, Levi being a priestly tribe interspersed in their midst.9  Joseph became two 
tribes,10 namely, Ephraim and Manasseh.  Favorite son, Joseph, sold by his brothers into slavery in 
Egypt,11  became the second highest ruler in Egypt12 and saved his family from starvation.13  For 
over 350 years these families grew and became a multitude.  In 1730 B.C. they were enslaved in 
Egypt14 and remained so until 1447 B.C.   

• In 1447 B.C., Moses led Israel in the exodus15 and, because of unbelief, they spent 40 years in the 
wilderness.16 

• In 1407 B.C. Joshua led Israel into Canaan, the promised land.17   
• In 1375-1050 B.C., Israel was ruled by judges.18  The people were not happy with judges and wanted 

to be ruled by a king like the nations around them.  Subsequently, Saul became the first king of 
Israel and ruled for 40 years.19   

• In 1010 B.C., David became king of Israel and ruled for 40 years.20 
• In 970 B.C., Solomon, David’s sons, became king, ruled for 40 years and built the first Jewish 

temple.21 
• In 931 B.C., after Solomon’s death, the kingdom was divided.22   

The northern kingdom (ten tribes) was called Israel – capital was Samaria.23   
The southern kingdom (two tribes) was called Judah – capital was Jerusalem.24 
They were separate nations ruled by separate kings.  

• Jeroboam, the first king of Israel, was fearful that the people would return to the temple in Jerusalem 
and he would lose his power over them.  So, he changed the feast days of Israel, established his own 
temples of worship and they began worshiping false gods.  He appointed priests from among the 
people who were not Levites and the Levite priests then returned to Judah.25  In 722 B.C., Israel, the 
northern kingdom, was conquered by Assyria and dispersed26 (removed from their land).  After their 
dispersion, they lost their identity and thus, became known as the “lost tribes of Israel.”   

• On the 9th day of Av (Hebrew Calendar), in 586 B.C., Solomon’s temple was destroyed and Judah 
(Southern Kingdom) was conquered by the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, and they were 
partially dispersed to Babylon.27 When Cyrus, king of Persia, conquered Babylon in 538 B.C., some 
of the Jews were allowed to return to begin rebuilding the temple.28  It was completed by 
Zerubbabel29 in 516 B.C., however, this temple could in no way be compared to the one that 
Solomon had built.30   It was added to over the years, but deteriorated in time.  In 20 B.C., King 
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Herod began building a temple that rivaled Solomon’s temple.  This was the temple where Jesus and 
his disciples taught.  The outer courts of this temple were not completed until 64 A.D., six years 
before it was destroyed by the Romans.   

• Over the centuries, Judah was ruled by the Medes and Persians, the Greeks, and by Rome before and 
after Jesus.  Israel had a very brief period of self governance after the Maccabee revolt in 168 B.C. 
They rebelled after their temple had been defiled by Antiochus Epiphanes, King of the Seleucid 
Empire, which was one of the divisions of Alexander’s Greek Empire.  Judas Maccabee liberated 
Jerusalem and rededicated the temple in 165 B.C.31  At the time of this rededication, the seven 
branch menorah burned for eight days on one day’s supply of oil.  This miracle began the Festival of 
Hanukkah and provides the historical basis for the nine candle Hanukkah menorah.   These events 
are recorded in the book of Maccabees, an extra-biblical ancient Jewish text.    

• Roman rule began in 63 B.C. As an act of spite, Rome changed the name of Judah to Palestine32 
when the Jews were evicted and dispersed the second time in 70 A.D., at which time the Romans 
destroyed the second Jewish temple… destroyed once again on the 9th of Av.  This second 
dispersion was completed in 135 A.D.    

• ‘Dispersion’ sounds like a rather benign event.  Actually, hundreds of thousands of Jews died in the 
wars connected to these dispersions. The Jewish people have retained their identity throughout 
centuries of hatred and persecution.  After Roman rulership, Judah and Jerusalem were under the 
rule of Arabs, Christian crusaders, Turks, and the British until May 14, 1948, when Israel declared 
its statehood to the United Nations.  Jews had begun purchasing the land from the Arabs and 
migrating back to Israel in the late 19th century and more so after World Wars I & II.   

 
Here, I’d like to ask a question!  What are the odds of an event involving such an important aspect of the Jewish 
faith, namely the temple being destroyed, happening on exactly the same date 656 years apart?  The 9th of Av is 
a special day of mourning for the Jewish people because, not only were both temples destroyed on that day, but 
six additional catastrophic events in Jewish history have all happened on this same day of the year.33  How 
could that be coincidence?  I think this is indicative of who God is and the importance He places on His plan for 
His people and obedience to His word.   
 

The 9th of Av in Jewish History34 

• Av 9, 1312 BC – During Israel’s exodus from Egypt, the ten spies sent into the Promised Land brought 
the bad report leading to 40 years of wandering in the wilderness.  Only Caleb and Joshua had the 
attitude, “We can do this!” 

• Av 9, 586 BC - Babylonians destroy Solomon's temple.  
• Av 9, 70 AD - Romans destroy 2nd temple.  
• Av 9, 135 AD - The Bar Kochba revolt was crushed by Roman Emperor Hadrian. The city of Betar -- 

the Jews' last stand against the Romans -- was captured and liquidated. Over 100,000 Jews were 
slaughtered.  

• Av 9, 1290 AD - July 25, 1290 Jews forced out of England.  
• Av 9, 1492 AD – July 31, 1492 Jews forced out of Spain.  
• Av 9, 1914 AD - August 1, 1914 World War I Began (Germany declared war on Russia.)  
• Av 9, 1942 AD - July 23, 1942 - Treblinka extermination camp opened in occupied Poland, east of 

Warsaw. 
• Av 9, 2005 AD - Gaza Evacuation: The Beginning of Dividing Israel for Peace Starting at midnight 

on August 14, 2005, the entry and presence of Israeli citizens in the areas to be evacuated was prohibited 
under paragraph 22A of the Implementation of the Disengagement Plan Law 2005. Disengagement from 
the Gaza Strip was completed on August 22, and from northern Samaria on August 23, 2005.  
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Chapter Three 

 
God’s Plan – Prophets of the Old Testament 

 
 
Most everyone has heard the Old Testament story of Moses and how his Hebrew mother placed him in a basket 
among the reeds on the Nile River in order to save his life.  He was found by the daughter of Pharaoh who took 
him as her own to raise.   She sought out a mother to nurse this child who just happened to be the child’s birth 
mother.  As we see later in this story, God had a plan and was orchestrating these events.  Moses was raised as 
an Egyptian in the house of Pharaoh but later got into trouble for killing an Egyptian who was beating one of his 
kinsmen, a Hebrew slave.  Moses fled to another country, got married, had children and became a shepherd.  
While attending his sheep, he had an encounter with an angel as the word of God speaking to him from a 
burning bush.  When told to go back to Egypt and lead the Hebrews out of slavery into the land of Canaan, his 
first response was something like, “Who, me? Who am I to go to the great Pharaoh of Egypt?”  Moses was, 
however, obedient and did as God commanded.  He became, perhaps, the greatest prophet of Israel and is 
credited with recording the first five books of the Bible.  This story of Moses continues God’s covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—his covenant with the children of Israel.  Although there are many in the world that 
are unaware, that story continues to be revealed.  Just as in the days of Moses, God’s plan continues to unfold.  
Let’s move forward and examine that plan. 
 
Through His prophets, God’s word foretold of Israel’s and Judah’s destruction and dispersion because of their 
disobedience and idolatry.  Before they entered Canaan in 1407 B.C., as recorded in Deuteronomy, Moses 
spoke to all Israel: 
 
Deuteronomy 29:10-28  
 
Verse 
 
10 You stand this day all of you before the Lord your God; … 
 
12 that you may enter into the sworn covenant of the Lord your God… 
 
13 that He may establish you this day as His people… 
 
14 Nor is it with you only that I make this sworn covenant, 
 
15 but with him who is not here with us this day as well as with him who stands here with us this day 

before the Lord our God. 
 
18 Beware lest there be among you a man or woman or family or tribe, whose heart turns away this day  

from the Lord our God to go and serve the gods of those nations;…[pagan gods.] 
 
22 And the generation to come, your children who rise up after you, and the foreigner who comes from a  

foreign land, would say, when they see the affliction of that land…that the Lord has made it sick— 
 
23 the whole land brimstone and salt, a burnt out waste, unsown, and growing nothing, where no grass can  

sprout… 
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24 yea, all the nations would say, ‘Why has the Lord done thus to this land?’… 
 
25 Then man would say, ‘It is because they forsook the covenant of the Lord, the God of their fathers… 
 
27 therefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against this land, bringing upon it all the curses written in  

this book; 
 
28 and the Lord uprooted them from their land…and cast them into another land… 
 
 
 
In Verse 15, Moses says that Israel is entering into a covenant with God to be established as His people.  Not 
with Israel only, but also with him who was not there that day.  (Who do you suppose He was referring to?)  
God warns them that they were not to serve other gods and in Verse 22 speaks of a generation to come as well 
as foreigners who were to be a witness.  Take note of what they were to witness in Verse 23 and that from Verse 
22 through 28, Moses is speaking of the future in the past tense.  God prerecorded Israel’s failure to keep this 
covenant.  Moses continues…   
 
Deuteronomy 30:1-5   
 
1 And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before you, and 

you call them to mind among all the nations where the Lord your God has driven you, 
2 and return to the Lord your God,… 
3 then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes, and have compassion upon you, and He will gather 

you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you. 
4 If your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the Lord your God will gather you… 
5 and the Lord your God will bring you into the land which your fathers possessed… 
  
But He also prerecorded their restoration.  Note that no matter where His people had been driven, God was 
going to gather them again.  This indicates that they had been gathered before.  
 
Amos 9:8-9 
… “I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob,” says the Lord.  For lo, I will command, and shake the house 
of Israel among all the nations as one shakes with a sieve, but no pebble shall fall upon the earth. 
 
Hosea 5:15 and 6:1-2 
I will return again to my place, until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face, and in their distress they 
seek me, saying, “Come let us return to the Lord; for He has torn, that He may heal us; He has stricken, and He 
will bind us up.  After two days He will revive us; on the third day, He will raise us up, that we may live before 
Him.” 
 
After the resurrection, Jesus ascended (returned) to heaven to sit at the right hand of the Father. Let’s remember 
that, with the Lord, a day is as a thousand years and a thousand years is as a day.  (2 Peter 3:8 and Psalm 90:4)  
Remember also that it’s been about 2000 years since the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus─ figuratively, 
just the day before yesterday ─ two days ─ in God’s time. 
 
 
 



 

TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES:  THE BATTLE FOR BEULAH LAND 15 

Micah 5:2-3 (NKJV) 
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come 
forth to Me The One to be Ruler [Jesus] in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.  
Therefore He [Jesus] shall give them up, Until the time that she who is in labor has given birth… 
Jesus to give up Israel until…labor: holocaust?   birth: May 14, 1948??  Just think about it!  
 
Isaiah 66:7-8 
Before she was in labor she gave birth; before her pain came upon her she was delivered of a son.  Who has 
heard such a thing?  Who has seen such things? Shall a land be born in one day?  Shall a nation be brought 
forth in one moment?  For as soon as Zion was in labor, she brought forth her sons.  
 
Isaiah also refers to the birth of Jesus and uses the illustration of birth pains to describe the rebirth of the nation 
of Israel.  A nation that was brought forth suddenly.  When?  As soon as Zion was in labor!  Who has ever heard 
or seen anything like this, he asks.  His inference is that this is truly a miracle.   
 
Isaiah 11:10-12 
In that day the root of Jesse shall stand as an ensign to the peoples; Him shall the nations seek, and His 
dwellings shall be glorious.  In that day the Lord will extend His hand yet a second time to recover the remnant 
which is left of His people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Ethiopia, from Elam, from Shinar, 
from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea.  He will raise an ensign [flag] for the nations, and will 
assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 
 
Let’s look at that word, “ensign”…God will raise up “an ensign”, a flag, for the nations.  We could certainly say 
that we are living “in that day” when God has raised the flag of Israel for the nations.  The design of that flag 
came about in the late 1800s and early 1900s.  Four persons, two in the U.S., one in Switzerland and one in 
Israel, had the same vision (idea) for that flag.  That design was adopted by the Israeli Council of State October 
28, 194835.   The flag of Israel is basically a white prayer shawl with two horizontal blue stripes along the 
border separated by a blue Star of David in its center.  The “root of Jesse” is obviously a reference to Jesse’s 
son, David, and thus, God has basically given the design of the Israeli flag in the previous scripture.  What 
could be a more descriptive banner for Israel than a piece of cloth used as a prayer covering for the Jewish 
people which displays the Star of David, the sign of the “root of Jesse”? 
 
Now, let’s consider God extending His hand “yet a second time”…Many in the Church today believe that “all 
prophecy” concerning God regathering the Jews took place after their dispersion to Babylon in 586 B.C.  But 
this scripture is not speaking of God regathering the Jews from Babylon in the first dispersion.  How could the 
“four corners of the earth” be considered as Babylon?   As clearly stated, God extended His hand to recover the 
remnant of His people, the outcasts of Israel and the dispersed of Judah a second time.   
 
Isaiah 62:10-11  
Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of 
stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples.  Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth; say to the 
daughter of Zion, “Behold your Salvation [translated from Hebrew, ‘Yeshua’] comes; behold, his reward is 
with him and his recompense before him.” 
 
Let’s lift up that flag again and notice that Isaiah is speaking of salvation as a person—Yeshua (Jesus).  Could 
this scripture be referring to modern Israel since it is addressed to “the daughter of Zion?”  Would the message 
be, “Tell Israel, your Yeshua is coming bringing with him his reward and recompense”?  [“Recompense” 
defined: to give compensation to somebody for an injury or loss.] 
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 Amos 9:14-15 
I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and they shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them…  I will 
plant them on their land, and they shall never again be plucked up out of the land which I have given them, says 
the Lord your God. 
 
That sounds fairly permanent, doesn’t it?  Now, let’s listen to what God says in Ezekiel. 
 
Ezekiel 36 
(1)And you son of man, prophesy to the mountains of Israel…(2) …Because the enemy said of you, ‘Aha!’ and 
‘The ancient heights have become our possession,’  (3) therefore prophesy…because they have made you 
desolate, and crushed you from all sides… (5)…I speak in my hot jealousy against the rest of the nations, and 
all Edom, [Arab nations] who gave my land to themselves as a possession with wholehearted joy and utter 
contempt, that they might possess it and plunder it.  (8) But you O mountains of Israel, shall shoot forth your 
branches, and yield your fruit to my people Israel; for they will soon come home. (9)…I will turn to you, and 
you shall be tilled and sown; (22)…It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the 
sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations…(24)…I will take you from the nations, and 
gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. (25) I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses…(26) A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put 
within you… 

 
Let’s note that the Arab nations did not take possession of the land of Israel after Israel’s dispersion in 586 B.C.  
History reveals that this did not happen until more than 500 years after Israel’s second dispersion (70 A.D.) 
when Mohammed’s successor, Caliph Omar, captured Jerusalem in 638 A.D.36  We should notice the order of 
events concerning Israel’s regathering.  God will first take them from the nations and countries and then He will 
cleanse them and give them a new heart. Ezekiel continues, but note the end of the desolation:  (28) You shall 
dwell in the land which I gave to your fathers; and you shall be my people and I will be your God. (32) …It is 
not for your sake that I will act, says the Lord God; let that be known to you…(34) And the land that was 
desolate shall be tilled, instead of being the desolation that it was in the sight of all who passed by.  [This would 
include passerby, Mark Twain.]  (35)…This land that was desolate has become like the Garden of Eden… 
(37)…This also I will let the house of Israel ask me to do for them:  to increase their men like a flock.   
 
In 1867, Samuel Clemens, a.k.a., Mark Twain, traveled in Israel and described the land in a book called, 
Innocents Abroad, as “a desolate country…a silent mournful expanse…hardly a tree or shrub anywhere…the 
hills barren and dull, the valleys unsightly deserts…”   Today the land of Israel is an agricultural wonder, 
producing fruit and vegetables for itself and exporting to more than ninety countries.37  Israel celebrated its 60th 
Anniversary as a nation on May 8, 2008.  In 1900, there were about 40,000 Jews in the land of Israel; in 1948, 
about 500,000 and today, there are close to 6,000,000 living there.38  It is hard to believe that anyone would 
doubt that God is actively fulfilling His prophetic word.  But, there’s more… 
 
Jeremiah 31:35-36 
Thus says the Lord, who gives the sun for light by day and the fixed order of the moon and stars for light by 
night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar – the Lord of Hosts is His Name:  If this fixed order departs 
from before me, says the Lord, then shall the descendants of Israel cease from being a nation before me forever.  
 
Can’t we begin to see that God is serious about the descendants of Israel?  The sun, moon and stars are still 
giving off their light and the waves of the sea are still roaring, including tsunamis, cyclones, and hurricanes!  
Continuing in verse 37:  Thus, says the Lord: “If the heavens above can be measured, and the foundations of 
the earth below can be explored, then I will cast off all the descendants of Israel for all that they have done, 
says the Lord.”   The fixed order of the heavens remain.  They still cannot be measured and we still cannot 
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explore the inner parts of the earth.  It seems to me that the descendants of Israel are still a part of God’s plan.  
Note that “says the Lord” is used twice.  It’s like a double emphasis!  He really wants us understand this.   
 
Joel 3:1-2 
For behold in those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all 
the nations and bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat and I will enter into judgment with them there, on 
account of my people and my heritage Israel, because they have scattered them among the nations and have 
divided up my land, 
 
Could be that He’s dead serious!  God refers to the land of Israel as ‘His’ land in several places in the Bible.  In 
Deuteronomy 11:21, God says the land belongs to Israel as long as the heavens are. This land covenant is 
forever, as reiterated in Genesis 17:7-8; Jeremiah 7:7; and Ezekiel. 36:5. Here in Joel, He is not happy about 
His land being divided! In the book, Eye to Eye,39 White House Correspondent, William Koenig documents 
catastrophic events occurring in the United States since 1988 which parallel the decisions made by U. S. 
Presidents and the State Department to pressure Israel to divide their land.  Could these parallels be coincidence 
or does it indicate just how serious God is?  In the Bible God uses the weather, earthquakes and plagues, etc., to 
get the attention of people and nations who are doing what is contrary to His will and purpose.  The events in 
Israel’s Exodus from Egypt40 and the drought in the days of Elijah41 are some examples.  Jesus says that these 
kinds of catastrophic events are to precede His second coming.42   
 
The writer of Psalm 83 asks God to break His silence because God’s enemies are laying plans to destroy His 
people.  Psalm 83 could be a prophetic prayer for Israel in our day.  Let’s compare Psalm 83:4 to today’s 
news… “They say, ‘Come let us wipe them out as a nation; let the name of Israel be remembered no more!’”  
This scripture could practically be taken from the charters of terrorist organizations such as Hamas and 
Hezbollah.  A well known news source reported on June 6, 2008, that the President of Iran said Israel “will soon 
be erased from the geographical scene.”43  The psalm goes on to list the Arab nations whose descendants 
surround Israel today.  Then the psalmist asks God to do to these enemies as He had done to previous enemies 
who had said in Verse 12, “Let us take possession for ourselves of the pastures of God.” Isn’t that what Israel’s 
neighbors are trying to do today?  Take possession of the land that God says is His?   
 
Zechariah 12:9-10   
And on that day I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. And I will pour out on the 
house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of compassion and supplication, so that, when they 
look on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep 
bitterly over him, as one weeps over a first-born. 
 
“What to do about Jerusalem” ─a dilemma for the leaders of the world who are working so feverishly to make 
peace happen between the Jews and Muslims.  God tells us that He will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling and 
a burdensome stone for all people. (Zech.12:2)  He also warns that “on that day” Jerusalem is going to be a big 
problem for the nations and all who try to “lift that stone” will grievously hurt themselves. (Zech.12:3) 
However, at long last, Israel will recognize and mourn for the One they have pierced, Yeshua (Jesus), their 
Messiah.  Read on! 
 
Jeremiah 50:4-5 
In those days and in that time, says the Lord, the people of Israel and the people of Judah shall come together, 
weeping as they come; and they shall seek the Lord their God.  They shall ask the way to Zion, with faces 
toward it, saying, “Come, let us join ourselves to the Lord in an everlasting covenant which will never be 
forgotten.” 
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Jeremiah 16:14-15 
Therefore, behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when it shall no longer be said, ‘As the Lord lives who 
brought up the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt,’ but ‘As the Lord lives who brought up the people of 
Israel out of the north country and out of all the countries where He had driven them.’  For I will bring them 
back to their own land which I gave to their fathers.   
 
Get this!  The greatest miracle that Israel celebrates will no longer be the Exodus from Egypt----it will be the 
return (aliyah) back to Israel from all the countries where God had driven them!!  He even says that He will 
send fishers and hunters after them.  (Jeremiah 16:16)  Later, in Jeremiah 23:5-6, God says that the Lord will 
raise up for David a righteous branch who will reign as King (Jesus) and in His days, Judah will be saved and 
Israel will be secure.  Then continuing in Verses 7 and 8 of Jeremiah 23, He repeats word for word this “greater 
than the Exodus from Egypt” prophecy. 
 
Micah 4:1-2   
It shall come to pass in the latter days…nations shall come, and say:  “Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that He may teach us His ways and we may walk in His paths.”  
Oh, happy day!!  What a day it will be when peoples and nations no longer seek their own selfish desires, but 
actually seek the God of Jacob—the God of Israel.  No longer will they make war but they will actually learn to 
love and respect their neighbors and to know and love God! 
 

Here are some additional prophecies concerning Israel: 
 

You may want to look up some or all of these scriptures.  They all indicate that God has a plan that is ongoing 
for Judah and Israel.  
  
Isaiah 2:2-4 Judah and Jerusalem to be established. 

Isaiah 14:1 God will have compassion and again choose Israel. 

Isaiah 41:8-10 Israel is God’s servant and not cast off. 

Isaiah 43:1-7 Israel redeemed–gathered from North, South, East & West. 

Isaiah 44:1-5 God to pour His Spirit on Israel. 

Isaiah 44:21-22 Israel not to be forgotten-Sins swept away. 

Isaiah 60, 61 & 62 Three chapters—God’s prophecies for Israel. 

Jeremiah 3:12-18  Israel’s return to Zion – Judah and Israel unite. 

Jeremiah 3:22   Israel repents.  God forgives them. 

Jeremiah 50:4-5   Judah and Israel seek an everlasting covenant with God. 

Jeremiah 12:14-17 God to pluck up Judah then return them to the land. 

Jeremiah 23:5-8 Righteous Branch to rule regathered Israel. 

Jeremiah 30 & 31 God’s plan negates Replacement Theology. 

Jeremiah 33:7-8 God to restore fortunes of Judah & Israel. 

Ezekiel 11:14-20   God restores Israel to the land and gives them a new heart and spirit. 

Ezekiel 20:33-34 Mighty hand to gather Israel. 
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Ezekiel 28:24-26 Gathers Israel-manifests His holiness. 

Ezekiel 34:11-31  God gathers his sheep (house of Israel) to Israel and blesses them. 

Ezekiel 36:8-37   God restores and cleanses Israel for the sake of His Holy Name. 

Ezekiel 37 Israel.  “Them bones.” 

Ezekiel 37:15-23   Judah and Israel (Joseph and Ephraim) to become one nation. 

Ezekiel 38:1-9 Alliance of nations comes against Israel in the latter years. 

Ezekiel 38 God will defend Israel. 

Ezekiel 39:25-29   God restores Israel – gathers its people – leaves none among the nations. 

Joel 2:18-29 God to have pity-Israel no more a reproach. 

Joel 3:1-2 God restores Judah & Jerusalem-judges nations. 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 Israel to rejoice-gathered –brought home.  

Zechariah 8:9-23 Peace to be sowed-Israel to be a blessing-peoples & nations to seek God in 

Jerusalem. 

Zechariah 8:13   God saves Israel and Judah. 

Zechariah 9:16-17 God saves His people-they shine like jewels on His land. 

Zechariah 10:6-12 God gathers, redeems Judah and Joseph (Israel). 

Zechariah 12  Victory for Judah and Jerusalem! 

Zechariah 14  Jesus returns to the Mount of Olives. 

Hosea 3:4-5 Israel will live a long time without a king then come to Lord in the latter days. 

 
And there are many more!  With all these scriptural references regarding God’s plan and purpose for Israel, 
shouldn’t we come to the conclusion that there could be consequences to avoiding the truth of His word?  When 
something is true and by our actions we avoid or ignore that truth we should be prepared for an unwelcome 
consequence.   
 
 
On a personal note…  The mid 1960s was a time in my life that was quite eventful.  I graduated from Texas 
A&M in 1965, taught school and coached several sports for a year in a small Texas community and, in the fall 
of 1966, was obligated to serve out my commission as an officer in the United States Army Signal Corps.  Prior 
to my military departure, I was visiting home on a weekend.  My younger brother, Larry, was also home that 
weekend.  I can’t remember what day it was… Larry tells me that it was a Sunday morning and we were 
skipping church even though Mom had encouraged us to go.  We walked out of the house and much to our 
surprise, saw a flock of turkeys about a hundred yards down our driveway.  Seeing a flock of wild turkeys was a 
rare occurrence and being raised as hunters in the Texas Hill Country, we really got excited!  We hurried back 
into the house and grabbed a couple of .22 caliber rifles… then, hopped into my “new-to-me” ’64 Ford Galaxy 
500 XL two-door hardtop and headed down the driveway.   By that time the turkeys had gone down into a 
nearby creek bottom.  So, Larry got out of the car and proceeded after them.  It was my bright idea to take the 
car out to the highway and drive around to the other side of the turkeys.  I did just that and we had them 
surrounded!  I got out of the car and walked up a small embankment.   That’s when I heard Larry shoot and, 
about that same time, I heard a bullet whizzing by.  I thought I’d better get out of there pronto, but just as I 
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turned, another shot sounded at about the same time something hit me in the neck!  The impact knocked me to 
my knees.  It didn’t take long for me to figure out that I could be in serious trouble.  I placed my hand over the 
wound to suppress the bleeding and yelled for Larry to come quick.  When I told him that I had been hit, I 
thought he was going to pass out.  We gathered our wits, got into that white Ford and headed for the nearest 
hospital/clinic which was fifteen miles away in Johnson City.  I think Larry was more afraid than I was because 
he kept asking me if I was ok.  I never removed my hand from the wound and answered, “Yeah, I’m ok.”  He 
must have used most of the 390 cubic inches under the hood of that “new-to-me” Ford as we arrived at the 
clinic in about ten minutes.  Fortunately, there was a doctor at the clinic when we arrived.  He removed the .22 
caliber slug, bandaged the wound and we were in and out of the clinic in about an hour.  The slug missed my 
carotid artery by about an inch and stopped just short of the vertebrae in my neck by about a half inch.  The first 
possibility would have meant bleeding to death before we could get to the hospital and the second possibility 
could have meant paralysis.  Now, why am I telling you this?  My brother Larry and I had both hunted for years 
prior to that incident and had been taught by our dad the need to respect and adhere to certain truths about 
proper hunting rules.  We had violated those truths and I suffered the consequences.  They could have been 
much worse!   
 
Larry tells me Mom never cooked the “other” turkey he bagged that day! I don’t really know because I was 
soon off to Georgia and New Jersey for Signal Corps training and from there to South Korea.  Oh, and that 
white Ford?  It was one of my most prized possessions for twenty years!  It’s kind of crazy how possessions can 
become so important to us.  But when it gets down to the nuts and bolts of life, they are truly insignificant. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

The New Testament 
 
 

The evidence of Old Testament scripture clearly says that God is emphatic about His prerecorded plan for the 
people and the land of Israel.  But what does the New Testament say? 
 
The writer of Hebrews, quoting Jeremiah 31:31, explains that if the first covenant with Israel had found the 
people without fault, there would be no need for a second covenant.  “‘The days will come’ says the Lord, 
‘when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah; not like the 
covenant that I made with their fathers…  I will put my laws into their minds and write them on their hearts…’ 
(Hebrews 8:7-10)”  This is New Testament scripture using the Old Testament to verify that God still has a plan 
for Judah and Israel.  This scripture clearly is NOT speaking about the Church. 
 
The first Christian church was entirely Jewish.  On the day of Pentecost, following the resurrection, the 
disciples of Jesus were gathered in one place when the Holy Spirit showed up.  The Holy Spirit was described 
as a mighty rushing wind.  (Acts 2:1-2)  Pentecost is the same day referred to in Hebrew as Shavuot which was 
the culmination of the Feast of Weeks—7 weeks— a 49 day counting period to the 50th day after the Feast of 
Passover.  Pentekostos, from where the word Pentecost comes, is the Greek word for 50.  Shavuot (Pentecost) is 
one of three festivals which God ordained and had been kept by the Jewish people after the very first Passover 
in Egypt.  They still keep it.  Jews were expected to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem for this feast.44 
 
On that Day of Pentecost, in addition to the local Jews, there were devout Jews from 15 different nations who 
spoke different languages and who had made that pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  This crowd was astonished at being 
able to understand the apostles because they knew the apostles were Galileans.   And yet they heard the Gospel 
in their own languages.  (Acts 2:5-12)  Then Peter stood and addressed the crowd:  “Men of Israel, hear these 
words:  Jesus of Nazareth…this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.  [Did you catch that?  Jesus was delivered up according to 
God’s plan!]  But God raised Him up, having loosed the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to 
be held by it (Acts 2:22-24).”  “Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him 
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified (Acts 2:36)!” The crowd of Jews was convicted by Peter’s 
message and then asked what were they to do?  Peter told them “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins (Acts 2:37-38)…”  We’re then told in verse 41 that 
3000 received the word and were baptized.   
 
Paul and Jesus’ disciples were all Jewish.   Some say Luke may not have been, however, Luke was very 
knowledgeable about the Temple and gentiles were not allowed in the Temple.  Noted author and co-author of 
more than ten books on Bible prophecy and former teacher at Dallas Baptist University and Dallas Bible 
College, Dr. Thomas S. McCall, says, “…we must infer that Luke was a Jew.”45  The evidence he presents 
certainly seems to support his conclusion. The Jews were entrusted with the very words of God. (Romans 3:2)  
There would not be a Bible if it weren’t for the Hebrew people.  The fact that you and I can read and treasure 
the word of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is a result of faithful Hebrew scribes who made certain God’s 
word was preserved for future generations.   
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We should also remember that the disciples of Jesus did not have a “New Testament,” but only had the Torah, 
The Prophets, and The Writings of the Old Testament, which is referred to in Hebrew as the ‘Tanach.’   Every 
time that they referred to a scripture, it would have been to these writings.  The very founders of the Church 
only used Old Testament scriptures.  The New Testament was not canonized until late in the third century.  I’d 
like to point out here that we have one God and one word.  God is not divided and He is One from the 
beginning to the end.  The Old and New Testaments do not divide the word of God.  They are one from Genesis 
to Revelation and the truth of one supports and verifies the truth of the other and neither is intended to stand 
alone. 

Perhaps you noticed the menorah and cross design on the dedication page in the front of this book.  Basically, 
it’s the vision I was given when LaVada and I recorded our very first CD project, In God’s Time (not a literal 
vision ─ but, I don’t know how else to explain where it came from).  For us, it seems to illustrate Christians 
getting back to ‘the Jewish roots’ of Christianity.   

The menorah design was given to Moses by God (Ex. 
25:31-40) and the middle candle is referred to in 
Hebrew as “shamash’ (the servant) and “Ner Elohim” 
(the light of God).  An interesting side note here is that 
if we place the first seven Hebrew words of the Torah 
(Genesis 1:1) over a menorah, it looks like this. 46    

Hebrew words and letters are written and read from 
right to left. Note the את over the servant candle. This is 
not coincidence!  It simply indicates God’s hand in 
every detail of His word.  Jesus said I am the Alef and 
the Tav—the Beginning and the End, the Light of the 
World.       

Paul says Christians are grafted into Israel in Romans 11:17.  The roots of Christian worship go back to the 
very first Christian church.  The oldest Christian symbol ever found depicts the menorah, the Star of David and 
the fish.    

 

OLDEST CHRISTIAN SYMBOL 

 

This symbol was carved into artifacts, found in Jerusalem, which date back to the first 
century.  The Greek word for fish is icthus which Christians in that time used as an 
acronym for Iesous, Christos, Theos, Huios, and Soter, which means Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son and Savior.47  The fish is still a very popular Christian symbol today and 
reminds us of the words of Jesus, “I will make you fishers of men (Matthew 4:19).”  
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

Persecution of the Early Christian Church 
 
 

Christians in America cannot begin to comprehend the work of God in the miracle of establishing His Church.  
They have little knowledge of the history of the Church and how much blood was shed by its founders.  Many 
of them literally followed Jesus to the cross.  Jewish and Gentile church fathers were martyred by various 
methods of torture and death, i.e., beheading, crucifixion, mutilation and being burned alive at the stake.  
Martyrdom was the fate of Peter in 64 A.D., Paul in 65 A.D., Ignatius in 115 A.D., Polycarp in 155 A.D., and 
Justin Martyr in 165 A.D., just to mention a few.48   All of the apostles with the exception of John were 
executed because of their faith.  John spent years in exile before he returned to the church at Ephesus where he 
spent the remainder of his life.  He died there about 99 A.D.49 
 
Prior to the fire of Rome in 64 A.D., Jews were the major persecutors of the Church.  After the fire, the state 
(Rome) blamed the Christians for the fire and became their primary persecutor.  Christianity was a crime 
punishable by torture and death.  Christians were considered to be atheists because they wouldn’t worship the 
gods of the culture and, as such, they were easy targets.   Although persecution is on the rise around the world, 
Christians in America today would find it hard to comprehend the depth of depravity and hatred which was 
pervasive in the culture of that time.  It seems that the people in that culture were determined to protect their 
gods (Note: gods that need protection?).   Christianity being introduced into this kind of environment was sure 
to meet resistance.  In his book, Persecution in the Early Church, H. B. Workman said, “We have seen the 
persecution was no accident, but the necessary resultant of certain main principles in Christianity itself, which 
brought the new faith into conflict with the outer world.”  The result was that literally thousands of Christians 
were murdered in bloody and indescribable ways.  Men, women and children suffered torture and death for their 
faith in this Jesus who had laid down His life for them.   
 
Often death seemed to be the only respite for the believer.   Roman law protected the remains of the dead as 
well as right of access to their tombs.  Workman also said, “Just the law itself, by the safety it insured for the 
graves of the martyrs, assisted by the reverence of the church and the desire of the faithful to be buried side by 
side with the faithful dead, was the real force that dug out the catacombs.”50    Since these burial sites, the 
catacombs, were protected they were often used by Christians as a safe place to meet and/or worship.   
 
Of all the emperors who persecuted the Christians, Nero and Domitian were the most persistent and cruel.  In 
spite of torture and persecution, the church somehow managed to continue and even grow.  So much so, that 
Tertullian boasted, “The blood of the martyrs is indeed the seed of the Church.  Dying we conquer.  The 
moment we are crushed, that moment we go forth victorious.”51    Toward the middle of the third century, the 
power of Rome was diminishing and the Church was becoming stronger.  Emperor Gallienus was anxious to put 
an end to the struggle with Christianity and was the first to issue an edict of leniency toward Christians in about 
260 A.D.  In the year 311, Emperor Galerius, on his death bed, being tormented by disease and guilt, issued the 
edict of toleration which terminated the persecution of Christians.  The gods that he had defended were of no 
use in soothing his conscience.  Constantine and Licinian were signatories of this edict.52   
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For the first three hundred years of Christianity, Jews were hating Christians, Christians were hating Jews and 
Romans hated them both.  After his “conversion,” some believe it was a political conversion, Emperor 
Constantine put an end to the hostilities between Rome and the Church when he made Christianity the state 
religion.  Steps were being taken to reform paganism by implementing Christian sacraments and institutions.53  
Priests among the pagans were making a mockery of Christianity.  One can imagine that this was not to be an 
“instant” transformation.    
 
These changes did not happen peacefully and war was the result.   Constantine defeated Maxentius in October, 
312, and his contemporary, Licinian, defeated Maximin Daza in April, 313 to turn the edict they had signed into 
an accomplished fact.  In March of 313, Constantine issued the Edict of Milan which read, in part, “We have 
long seen that we have no business to refuse freedom of religion.  The power of seeing to matters of belief must 
be left to the judgment and desire of each individual, according to the man’s own free will.”54   
 
Christians were then protected by the state and Christianity would then grow even more rapidly which, in turn, 
brought on other problems. H. B. Workman said, “Then, as now, many Christians brought with them into their 
new religion the habits and faults of their old life.”55   It seems that it would have been impossible for pagan 
religion not to have had an influence on the Church which emerged from that time.  Essentially, what this 
amounted to was the merger of paganism and Christianity which was enforced by the state.  The result and 
consequences thereof would only be revealed by history. 
 
The Jews, however, in the centuries ahead would become even more persecuted.  Early church father, Irenaeus, 
stated, “God has justly rejected them [the Jews] and has given to the Gentiles outside the vineyard the fruits of 
its cultivation.”56  Workman also said, “An intense hostility to everything Jewish is one of the marks of early 
Christian literature, most strongly emphasized perhaps in the orthodox writings, in the Epistle of Barnabas.”   
When confronted on what to do with the Old Testament, “he [Barnabas] and his school boldly twisted it into a 
merely allegorical or spiritual narrative, which the Jews had misunderstood from the first.”57  Today many Bible 
scholars do not believe the writer of this epistle was the Barnabas of the Bible. Regardless of who the author 
was, the teaching in this epistle was not in harmony with Paul’s teaching concerning the Jews.   
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CHAPTER SIX 
 

Paul’s Teaching 
 

 
In Acts 24, Paul was on trial and had been accused of being a rabble rouser and a ringleader of the “Nazarenes.”  
He defended himself by saying that it hadn’t been more than twelve days since he had been to worship in 
Jerusalem and that no one had found him stirring up a crowd in the temple, the synagogues or in the city.  In 
Acts 24:14, he says, “But this I do admit to you:  I worship the God of our fathers in accordance with the Way, 
which they call a sect. [Sect of what? Judaism!]  I continue to believe everything that accords with the Torah 
[the Law] and everything written in the Prophets.”58  
 
Paul quotes Isaiah in Romans 10:21 All day long I stretch my hand to a contrary and disobedient Israel.  

 
Romans 9:1-3 
I am speaking the truth in Christ, I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have 
great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen by race.   
 
Paul was very troubled about his kinsmen.  In the very first verse of Romans 11, Paul asked the question “Has 
God rejected Israel?”  No waffling here.  His answer was point-blank, “No way!” in today’s vernacular.  
Apparently, some folks even in his day were saying that God no longer had a plan or use for the Jewish people!  

 
Summary of Romans 11: 

 
Verse 
1 Has God rejected Israel?  BY NO MEANS… 
 
2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. 
 
11 …through their trespass, salvation has come to the gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. 
 
16 …if the root is holy, so are the branches. 
 
17 But if some of the branches were broken off and you a wild olive shoot, were grafted in their place to 

share the richness of the olive tree, do not boast over the branches…remember that it is not you that 
supports the root, but the root that supports you. 

  
Note:  Judah and Israel are referred to as a ‘green olive tree’ in Jeremiah 11:16.  Here, gentile believers 
are grafted in as a ‘wild olive shoot.’  
  

20 …do not become proud but stand in awe. 
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21 For if God did not spare the natural branches neither will He spare you. [Notice the warning!!] 
 

 
22 Note…God’s kindness to you, provided you continue in His kindness; otherwise you too will be cut off. 

[Another warning!!] 
 
23 …God has the power to graft them [Israel-Judah] in again… 
 
25 …a hardening has come upon part of Israel, until the full number of gentiles come in. [See Jesus’ words, 

Luke 21:24] 
 
26 …all Israel will be saved. 
 
28 …as regards election they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 
 
29 For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable. 

 
We should note here that Paul is speaking specifically to Gentile believers and his warnings are directed to 
Gentiles.  Paul is emphatic about God’s plan for Israel as emphasized in Jeremiah 31:35-37 and many other 
prophetic scriptures. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

GOD’S TIMING 
 

 
When Pilate told Jesus that he had the power to free him or crucify him, Jesus answered that Pilate had no 
power except that which was given him from above.  (John 19:10-11.)   Jesus also said that the ruler of this 
world is coming and had no power over Him.  “I do as the Father has commanded Me (John 14:30-31).”   At 
the time of His betrayal, one of His disciples was going to defend Him with the sword when Jesus told him to 
put it away.  Jesus pointed out that if He wanted, He could summon twelve legions of angels (120,000) to His 
defense.  Then He said, “But how then should the scriptures be fulfilled (Matthew 26:53-54)?”  According to 
plan, He was the Lamb of God, “slain from the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8 NKJV).”  GOD’S 
PLAN!!   
 
Over the centuries the gentile church has blamed the Jews for the death of Jesus, but perhaps they should recall 
how many times the church has sinned and is just as responsible for those nails that were driven through the 
hands and feet of Jesus.    “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8)...”  That’s you, me and 
all who acknowledge Him as Savior.  So, why the persecution and hatred of the Jews by Christians over the 
centuries?   
 
The Jewish people have been waiting for the same Messiah who has been revealed to us.  Doesn’t it make sense 
for Christians to share their revelation of the Gospel in patience and love with the Jewish people, a people God 
calls the “apple of His eye?”  (Zecharia.2:8)  As of 2003, there were 150 Messianic Synagogues in the U.S. and 
over 400 worldwide.59  There are an estimated one million Jewish believers in Yeshua (Jesus) around the 
world.60  Are we approaching the time in history when “the full number of gentiles” is numbered?  (Romans 
11:25)   
 
In both the Old and New Testaments, God’s prophets, Jesus, and his disciples foretell of a day of judgment and 
the return of Jesus Christ.  The same prophets who foretold the first coming of Jesus also foretold the second 
coming of Jesus.  Let’s note that the first coming of Jesus was a literal fulfillment of God’s prophetic word, 
recorded in the Bible and by Flavius Josephus in secular history as well.  Doesn’t it make sense that the second 
coming of Jesus and God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all Israel would also be fulfilled literally?   
Literal manifestation of His Holy word for the sake of His Holy Name!  Regarding literal interpretation of 
Scripture, Luther, who is accepted by many as one of the great Protestant reformers, stated, “The Christian 
reader should make it his first task to seek out the literal sense, as they call it.  For it alone is the whole 
substance of faith and Christian theology; it alone holds its ground in trouble and trial.”61 
 
This is what Jesus said about Judea and Jerusalem in Luke 21:24.  “they will fall by the edge of the sword and 
be led captive among all nations; and Jerusalem will be trodden down by the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled.”  Jesus prophesies a dispersion of the Jews which happened in 70 A.D. and, as 
prophesied, the city of Jerusalem was under the control of gentile nations until the six-day war in 1967. 
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For almost two thousand years the Jewish nation has been scattered among the nations maintaining their faith in 
the God of the Torah.  In a real sense, the Jewish people have been refugees for centuries.  Though persecuted 
almost everywhere they went, they were generally loyal citizens and contributed greatly to the culture.  Yet 
their longing for their homeland never subsided.  “Year after year around the Passover table, they would 
declare, ‘Next year in Jerusalem.’”62  Prophecy teacher, J. R. Church, documents several attempts by 
individuals to bring about the return of the Jewish people to their land.  It was not until the nineteenth century 
that the notion of a homeland for the Jewish people began to take hold under the leadership of men like William 
E. Blackstone, D. L. Moody, Horatio Spafford,63 John Nelson Darby, John Adams, Robert Browning, Benjamin 
Disraeli and William Heckler.  William Blackstone is so highly thought of by the Jewish people that the state of 
Israel named a forest after him.64  Heckler worked behind the scenes to assist Theodor Herzl who founded the 
first World Zionist Congress in Basil, Switzerland, in 1897.  At this conference Herzl prophesied that the 
establishment of the Jewish nation would occur in fifty years.  This happened exactly fifty years later when the 
U.N. voted on November 29, 1947, to partition the remainder of Palestine into two states, one Jewish and one 
Arab.65   
 
Two thousand years ago, writers of the New Testament were convinced that they were living in the last days as 
was Martin Luther in the sixteenth century.  Listen to the words of Luther.  “I do not wish to force anyone to 
believe as I do; neither will I permit anyone to deny me that the last day is near at hand.  …For the history of the 
centuries that have passed since the birth of Christ nowhere reveals conditions like those of the present.  …  
There has never been such gluttonous and varied eating and drinking as now.  Wearing apparel has reached its 
limit in costliness.  Who has ever heard of such commerce as now encircles the earth?  There have arisen all 
kinds of art and sculpture, embroidery and engraving, the like of which has not been seen during the whole 
Christian era.  In addition, men are so delving into the mysteries of things that today a boy of 20 knows more 
than twenty doctors formerly knew.”66   
 
So, why the error with regard to Christ’s second coming in past generations?  Every generation has faced its 
share of trials and tribulations and yet, God’s timing for the last days had not arrived.  Could it be the fig tree 
was still in a withered state?  I’ll explain that in a minute.  For the past two-hundred years, prophecy teachers 
have been saying that time is short with regard to the second coming.  One might certainly think there is room 
for scoffing but in every generation, God’s message was the same.  Don’t be caught unaware!  Let’s note  
Peter’s warning in his second letter that a thousand years is as a day and God is not slow about His promise but 
is waiting and not wishing that anyone perish. (II Peter 3:9)   If in God’s time two thousand years equals two 
days, how much of His time represents two hundred years?  Not much! 
 
Just as God has fixed the timing of the sun, moon and stars, He has fixed Israel as His prophetic time clock.  In 
Matthew 24:32, Jesus said to learn the lesson of the fig tree.  When they become tender and put on new leaves, 
you know that summer is near.  So, also, when you see the signs, i.e., false Christs, false prophets, wars, 
famines, earthquakes, and the preaching of the Gospel to the whole world, you would know the season of his 
return and the close of the age.  (Not the end of the world.)   
 
In Mark 11:13-20, Jesus cursed the fig tree because it was not bearing fruit and it withered.  In Jeremiah 24 and 
Hosea 9, the fruit of the fig tree is used to represent Judah and Israel.  Although God had sent many messengers 
(the prophets) over the centuries, Judah was not yielding fruit according to God’s plan, and within a generation 
of the crucifixion was punished and scattered throughout the nations.  Do you suppose that on May 14, 1948, 
when Israel became a sovereign Jewish nation again, that the fig tree became tender and started to put on new 
leaves?  According to plan?  Could that be why Jesus said to learn the lesson of the fig tree??  
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
 

Modern Israel - The Bully of the Middle East 
 

 
 
If the events of May 14, 1948 had never happened, I wouldn’t be as concerned or feel the sense of urgency for 
people to know what the Bible says about the time in which we now live.  Immediately following His comments 
about the fig tree, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away till all these things take 
place (Matthew 24:34).”   The fact is ancient prophecies have prerecorded this modern history.   Israel was 
before and Israel is now!   
 
Let’s take a look at about fifty years of history leading up to May 14, 1948 and briefly go back in time to World 
War I, when Dr. Chaim Weizman, a Jewish professor of chemistry in England, developed a synthetic form of 
acetone that was essential in the manufacturing of explosives.  Explosives are necessary to win wars!  This 
chemical would have been worth millions to the British government, but Dr. Weizman gave it to them offering 
to oversee its manufacturing.  He asked only that the British government favor the reestablishment of his people 
in the land of Palestine.67   
 
In 1917, British General, Lord Allenby, a Christian, conquered 
the Holy Land and set the initial stage for Israel’s return to 
their homeland.  Dr. Weizman’s contribution was a factor in 
the British issuing the Balfour Declaration in November, 1917, 
as proposed by the Earl of Balfour.  The Balfour Declaration 
stated Great Britain’s intention to create a homeland for the 
Jewish people in the territory of Palestine which they had 
acquired as a result of a League of Nations mandate following 
the defeat of the Ottoman Empire (the Turks) in World War I.  
This proposal was endorsed by the League of Nations and 
United States President Woodrow Wilson.68  This territory at 
that time included all of present day Israel and Jordan.  
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BRITISH MANDATE69 

 
However, in 1922, the British gave more than two-thirds of that 
land to the Arabs which led to the creation of a Palestinian state 
called Transjordan which is now referred to as Jordan. 70    

 
 

PALESTINIAN STATE OF TRANSJORDAN71 
 
There is little doubt this action was to ensure British access to 
Arab oil! Sound familiar?   And now, after more than 85 years, 
the world is still preoccupied with access to Arab oil.  The world 
is intoxicated with the black wine that’s pumped from beneath 
the sands of Arab nations.   
 
Subsequent to the horrors of the holocaust in World War II, the 
world’s political machinery had to line up in such a way so as to 
allow the state of Israel to come into being.  This was not at all a 
given.  After World War II, British troops, in occupation of 
Palestine, were being attacked by both the Israelis and the Arabs 
in the Palestinian territory.  For this reason, they were anxious to 
hand this problem over to the newly formed United Nations.  The 
UN then set up a committee, the United Nations Special 
Committee on Palestine, UNSCOP, to come up with a solution.72  

This committee’s solution was to further divide the land based on demographics and create another Palestinian 
state alongside or rather in the midst of Israel. 
 
      

THE UNSCOP PLAN73 
CAN YOU IMAGINE TRYING TO DEFEND A NATION WITH SUCH 

BORDERS, WITH ENEMIES IN AND AROUND YOU? 
 

 
Most of the world says this land is occupied territory even 
though Israel gained control of the land in wars where they 
had been attacked by Arab armies who had rejected the 
UNSCOP plan in 1948 and the Six-Day War preemptive 
strike in 1967. 
 
No one knows why the Soviet Union supported this plan 
other than perhaps they thought surely no nation could 
defend borders as outlined in the UNSCOP plan.  
Historically, the Soviet Union has not been a friend of Israel 
or the Jewish people and perhaps they hoped the Arabs 
would annihilate and/or drive the Israelis into the 
Mediterranean.   
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In 1948, the U. S. State Department and all of President Truman’s advisors, with the exception of two—David 
Niles and Clark Clifford---were against the UNSCOP plan. President Truman had been so perplexed about the 
pressure he received concerning this issue, he wrote to one of his assistants, “I surely wish God Almighty would 
give the children of Israel an Isaiah, the Christians a St. Paul, and the sons of Ishmael a peep at the Golden 
Rule.”74  In March of 1948, Dr. Chaim Weizman, a Jewish leader who was by then respected worldwide, sought 
a meeting with the President to seek his support for a Jewish state.  The President at first refused the meeting 
but changed his mind when a personal friend, who was Jewish, intervened on behalf of Dr. Weizman. The 
President reassured Dr. Weizman of his support.  
 
President Truman supported Israel against all opposition and the United States was the very first nation to 
recognize that state on May 14, 1948, the day of its independence.  His support and decision to recognize Israel 
was not a very popular move in some circles.  The Democrat Party was split three ways in the 1948 elections.  It 
seemed President Truman was sure to be defeated in his reelection bid.  For this reason, the Chicago Tribune 
made the mistake of printing its headline before all votes were counted.  Hence, the famous picture of President 
Truman holding up a copy of the Chicago Tribune with the headline, “Dewey Defeats Truman.”  Truman won 
the election!   

 
There had been great celebration in the Jewish communities around the world when the United Nations voted to 
adopt the UNSCOP plan by a vote of 33 to 13 on November 29, 1947.   The UNSCOP plan was not to be 
implemented until the British Mandate expired in May, 1948.  Although the Jews were not happy with the 
territory allotted them in this plan, they were willing to accept almost any plan that would give them a 
homeland.   
 
All of the Arab nations rejected the plan for plans of their own.75   The day Israel declared its statehood, they 
were attacked by the combined armed forces of five Arab nations.  Israel did not have an organized army and 
only a handful of smuggled weapons, but they miraculously managed to defeat the attacking Arab forces 
(35,000 strong) organized and equipped with British and French weaponry including armor and artillery76.    
 
 
1948 ARAB INVASION77 

 
Many modern day miracles have taken place which indicate that God is 
protecting Israel and its people.   What the Arab nations didn’t realize is that the 
God of the Bible has a plan that He laid out long ago.    
 
Wars often result in people losing their property and possessions, and this war 
was not an exception.  What is not known by most people in this country and 
other countries as well is that in addition to an estimated 670,000 Arab refugees 

who fled Israel in advance of the invasion, there were an estimated 860,000 
Jewish refugees expelled from Arab lands.78  This information was also reported 
by Joseph Farah, of WorldNet Daily, in an article entitled, The Myth of 
Palestine, in 2006.79  Farah, who is an Arab-American Christian journalist, also 
states that most of the Arabs were not forced out of Israel, “but rather left at the 
urging of Arab leaders who had declared war on Israel.”  To back up his 
statement, he quotes the Jordanian daily newspaper, Falastin, February 19, 
1949, “The Arab state which had encouraged the Palestinian Arabs to leave 
their homes temporarily in order to be out of the way of the Arab invasion 
armies, have failed to keep their promise to help these refugees.”  Historical 
records show that the Jews actually encouraged their Arab neighbors to stay and 
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live in peace.  Even today, there is an Arab minority in Israel with representatives in the government of Israel.  
Many in the Arabic-speaking Bedouin and Druze communities of the Negev and Galilee serve in the Israeli 
Army and are considered by their Arab brothers to be traitors to the Palestinian cause.80   
 
These original 670,000 Arab refugees now number over 4.4 million.81  According to the U.N. definition of 
‘refugee,’ refugee status is not transferable to a refugee’s descendants.  On December 8, 1948, the United 
Nations established UNRWA, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, which is dedicated to deal 
exclusively with the Palestinian people.  This agency allows refugee status to be transferred from generation to 
generation only for Palestinians.    Consequently, this refugee group continues to grow.82  The largest 
contributor for funding the agency’s $540,000,000 budget for 2008 is the United States and is paid by the U.S. 
taxpayer.  Other contributors are the European Commission, Sweden, the United Kingdom, Norway and the 
Netherlands.  No Arab countries are listed as donors to this fund on the agency’s official website.83  One can 
only scratch their head at how to justify such absurdity.  Farah adds, “They [the refugees] are merely pawns in 
the war to destroy Israel.”  He also says in this article, “There has never been a land known as Palestine 
governed by Palestinians.  Palestinians are Arabs indistinguishable from Jordanians, Syrians, Lebanese, Iraqis, 
etc.” It was reported in the New York Times, “In 1990, in justifying his support for Saddam Hussein's invasion 
and annexation of Kuwait, the P.L.O. chairman [Yasir Arafat] declared that the borders between all the nations 
of the Middle East are artificial and illegitimate, imposed on the Arabs by Western imperialists, and that there 
are properly no Iraqis, Kuwaitis, Saudis, Syrians or Palestinians, but only one Arab nation and one Arab people, 
whose common patrimony is all the territory of the Arab Middle East.”84    
 
In spite of the millions of United States and United Nations dollars funneled to the Palestinian cause annually, 
the Palestinian Arabs are no better off today than they were in December 1 948 following the Israeli victory over 
the combined Arab armies.  Many international observers point out that the Palestinian leadership has, 
historically, used these funds for their own personal or political gain.  Contrast the Arab refugee situation with 
the 860,000 Jewish refugees who were expelled from Arab lands and the additional 600,000 Jewish survivors of 
the holocaust who were all cared for by the infant nation of Israel and integrated to become productive citizens 
of Israel. 
 
Israel continues to be a beacon of hope for Jewish people who continue to suffer persecution in other nations of 
the world, such as, Russia, Ethiopia, etc.  These people, upon arrival in Israel, are welcomed and taught the 
Hebrew language, given job training and integrated into Israeli society as quickly as possible.  What about their 
Arab neighbors?  To quote Joseph Farah again, “There were some 100 million refugees around the world 
following World War II.  The Palestinian-Arab group is the only one in the world not absorbed or integrated 
into their own people’s land.”85   I personally feel very sorry for these Palestinian Arabs.  It seems they are 
blinded by hatred.  Why are they abandoned by their Arab brothers who are in control of so much wealth and 
land?  
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DARK SHADED LAND MASS SHOWS HOSTILE ISLAMIC NATIONS!86 
 

The land of modern Israel shown as compared to that of the landmass of hostile Islamic nations.87  Can you find 
Israel??  (See the arrow and inset.)    Arabs control 99.9% of the Middle East land.  Israel represents 1/10 of 1 
percent of the land mass.88   If it were not so serious, it would be laughable to think that the world has been 
duped into believing that the country represented in this tiny little sliver of land is the “bully” of the Middle East 
as portrayed in the news media.  As you can see, Israel is surrounded by hostile Islamic nations.  Even though 
Egypt and Jordan have signed peace treaties with Israel, they still must be considered hostile because in Islam a 
peace treaty with your enemies is nothing more than a time to rest and regroup your forces until such time as 
they are considered stronger than the enemy.  This is called “hudna.”  Because of the obvious danger of being 
surrounded by hostile enemy forces, Israel reacts militarily only in self defense unless preemptive offensive 
force is necessary to ensure its survival.  Can you imagine the courage it takes to live under the condition of 
being surrounded by enemies who have so often demonstrated their willingness to blow themselves up and 
launch missiles to indiscriminately kill and maim Israeli citizens?    
 
Despite being overwhelmingly out-numbered in men and weapons, Israel has continued to win wars against its 
Arab neighbors in 1956, 1967 and in 1973.  Israel’s victory in the Six Day War in 1967 was one of the most 
stunning victories in the annals of military history.  For months leading up to the war, rhetoric from leaders in 
Egypt, Syria and Iraq were threatening the annihilation of Israel.  Israel was surrounded by hostile forces and 
overwhelmingly outnumbered.  On June 5, 1967, Israel launched a preemptive air attack destroying nearly the 
entire Egyptian and Jordanian air force as well as half of the Syrian air force on the ground.  As its name 
implies, the war was over in just six days.  Israel’s striking military victory could be considered nothing less 
than miraculous.  It came, however, at a very high cost.  Israel had 777 dead and 2,586 wounded in six days.  
Proportionate to her total population, this was twice as many men as were lost by the U. S. in eight years of 
fighting in Vietnam.89  
 
I remember listening to news reports about the Six Day War on the radio while I was stationed at Camp Casey, 
South Korea, in 1967.  I even remember “pulling” for Israel back then.  I don’t know if it was because they 
were the underdog or if, without knowing it, God had placed it in my heart that there was something special 
about this nation.  At that time I didn’t realize that the nation of Israel had been reborn and was less than twenty 
years old.  I was only a child in 1948 and was not aware that important world events were taking place.   
 
In the Yom Kippur War of 1973, Israel was in severe danger of being overrun by the Arab armies.  Israeli Prime 
Minister Golda Meier placed a call to President Richard Nixon in the middle of the night and stressed Israel’s 
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desperate need for arms.  When President Nixon was a child, his mother had read to him stories about Old 
Testament Bible heroes and told him that someday he would be in a powerful position to be able to help the 
Jewish people.  While he was speaking to Golda Meier, he remembered his mother’s words that night and 
issued the Executive Order for the shipment of arms immediately.  His decision soon turned the tide in that war.  
A mother’s Bible stories had intervened in the affairs of history…”His story,” that is. 
 
As a result of losing war after war, Israel’s radical Islamic neighbors have changed their strategy to terrorism 
indiscriminately attacking civilian targets such as crowded markets, buses and restaurants. Consequently, Israel 
has known little peace since 1948.  Today, Israel is a formidable military power but because of international 
pressure, Israel is being coerced into trading land acquired in the 1967 war for peace. I might add that Israel has 
not had a decisive victory over its enemies since it began bargaining land for peace. This land is of strategic 
importance because losing it makes Israel’s borders virtually indefensible.   
 
In 2005, at the urging of President George W. Bush and the U. S. State Department, Israel ceded Gaza to the 
Palestinians uprooting thousands of Jewish families so that Israel could have peace with her neighbors.  You 
may remember this happened only days before Katrina devastated New Orleans and the Louisiana and 
Mississippi Gulf Coast.  What has been the result of this Israeli pull-out?  Syndicated columnist, Charles 
Krauthammer, has stated, “Look at Gaza today.  No Israeli occupation, no settlements, not a single Jew left.  
The Palestinian response?  Unremitting rocket fire killing and maiming Israeli civilians.  The declared casus 
belli [cause of war] of the Palestinian government and Gaza behind these rockets?  The very existence of the 
Jewish state.”90    
 
Why do world leaders continue to think that they can make peace happen between the Jews and their militant 
Islamic neighbors?  Over and over, these neighbors have demonstrated by words and actions that their goal is 
the destruction of Israel and the Jewish people.  Israel has sought peace by making concessions that are too soon 
turned to the advantage of their enemies who continue to seek their elimination.  Israel is a tiny nation, smaller 
than the state of New Jersey, and yet, as prophesied, Jerusalem is a burdensome stone for the world (Zechariah 
12:3) and Israel is the focus of the world’s attention. 
 
European evangelist, David Hathaway, says, “The Koran teaches that the world must be taken for Islam by 
Jihad.”91   He references numerous chapters and verses of the Koran, i.e., Surah 2:187, 189, 190-194, 216-217; 
4:91, 94-96… and many others.  He says, “Islam divides the world into two parts – the House of Islam (those at 
peace with God--Moslems) and the House of War (non-Moslems – infidels).”    Consequently, if you are not a 
Moslem, (Jew, Christian, Hindu, Buddhist or atheist, etc.) you could be a target of jihad by militant Islam.   
Most Americans do not feel threatened by Islam but they should take notice of the growth of Islam in Europe in 
the past three decades.  Many in the Islamic faith are peace loving people, but it seems that as Muslims gain 
superiority in demographics, many become increasingly intolerant and militant.  This seems to be happening in 
Europe.  There is zero tolerance for other religions, or non-religions, in countries where Muslims under Sharia 
law are in absolute control.  Herein lies the danger for America and other countries where Islam is taking root.   
 
The Koran, written in about 600 A.D., obviously advocates submission to Allah or else… death or slavery!  It 
teaches that Jesus was a prophet and that God has no son.  The Bible says that Jesus is the Son of God and is 
God, in the Word, made flesh.  How could anyone believe that the two are the same God?  Any Christian who 
does is either scripturally ignorant, which simply means they don’t know, or, they dare to defy God’s word.   
 
The Old Testament of the Bible was written and recorded hundreds of years B.C. and details some of the 
struggles and enmity between the sons of Abraham, Isaac and Ishmael, and the sons of Isaac, Jacob and Esau.  
The Arab nations are descendants of Ishmael and Esau and these struggles continue and will continue until 
Christ returns.  These struggles have to do with to whom the covenant promises of God belong.  
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By faith, Abraham became the father of many nations and by faith were his covenant promises handed down to 
Isaac and Jacob – Israel.  By faith, the Jewish people in the Diaspora have longed to return to their covenant 
land and for centuries this did not seem possible.  But, “faith is the evidence of things not seen (Hebrews 
11:1).”  As we will see in the next two chapters, this faith would be severely tested. 
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CHAPTER NINE 
 

DOCTRINE INSTITUTIONALIZES HATRED 
 
 

The physical Israel which is today in the very center of the world’s confrontations and divisions has not yet 
received that new heart and spirit that God has said He would give them.  The physical ‘olive tree’ has been 
replanted ─ not yet a beautiful tree, but then, neither is the ‘Church’ which is fragmented, divided, continues to 
doubt God’s word, and hangs onto teaching which is not supported in Scripture.  This teaching has undoubtedly 
led to centuries of anti-Semitism which, in turn, has led to the deaths of millions of Jews.  Killed for no other 
reason than because they were Jewish.   
 
Very early in church history, church fathers were claiming that the Jews were responsible for killing Jesus.  The 
Edict of Constantine, 321 A.D., decreed, “On the Venerable Day of the Sun let the magistrates and people 
residing in the cities rest, and let all workshops be closed”,92 thus, the first statute with regard to the state’s legal 
change of the Sabbath to Sunday.  The 29th Canon of the Council of Laodicea, which convened in about 365 
A.D., stated “Christians must not Judaize by resting on the Sabbath, but must work on that day rather honoring 
on the Lord’s Day resting then as Christians.  But if any shall be found Judaizing, let them be anathema from 
Christ.”93   
 
The Council of Nicea in 325 A.D. changed the celebration of the resurrection so that it would not be associated 
with the Jewish Feast of Passover,94 a date God had ordained prior to Israel’s exodus from Egypt. (Exodus 
12:18)  We should know that Jesus, the Lamb of God, was crucified at the very time that lambs were being 
slaughtered in preparation for the Passover.95  The date of recognizing the day that the Lamb of God had shed 
His blood as a covering (Passover) for the sin of all humanity was changed because it was “Jewish!”   
 
These doctrines led to more hatred of the Jewish people.  This is not to say that over the centuries all Christians 
were in agreement with such teaching or doctrines.  Augustine, 5th century Bishop of Hippo, a “replacement” 
theologian, defied many anti-Semitic teachings saying that Jewish believers in Yeshua should not be kept from 
practicing their Jewish customs.  He challenged many anti-Semitic acts and teachings and “taught that 
Christians who harmed Jews would face the angry displeasure of God.”96  His teaching helped the Jewish 
people fare better until the time of the crusades.   
 
Centuries later, Article 28:33 of the Augsburg Confessions, written in 1530, states, “They [the Catholic Church] refer 
to the Sabbath Day as having been changed into the Lord’s Day, contrary to the Decalogue, as it seems.  Neither is there any 
example whereof they make more than concerning the changing of the Sabbath Day.  Great say they, is the power of the Church, 
since it has dispensed with one of the Ten Commandments.”   We might note here that the Sabbath precedes the Ten 
Commandments.  The day had been set apart by God on the seventh day of creation. (Genesis 2:3) In Martin 
Luther’s Commentary on Genesis, he says "God blessed the Sabbath and sanctified it to Himself. It is moreover 
to be remarked that God did this to no other creature. God did not sanctify to Himself the heaven nor the earth 
nor any other creature. But God did sanctify to Himself the seventh day . . . The Sabbath therefore has, from the 
beginning of the world, been set apart for the worship of God."97   As you can see, there was strong sentiment in 
the 16th century for keeping the Sabbath. This view was also defended by Andreas Karlstadt, a contemporary of 
Luther and one of the leaders of the Reformation.98  More on Karlstadt in Chapter 10. 
 
Over the centuries, the Jews in the Diaspora were often forced to leave their homes in order to survive.  In 1290 
A.D. (the 9th of Av), they were expelled from England and for three hundred years no Jews were allowed in that 
country.99  In Spain, forced conversion to Roman Catholicism was the norm for Jews who either converted or 
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faced torture and death.  The Alhambra Decree, issued March 31, 1492, evicted three hundred thousand Jews 
during what was known as the Spanish Inquisition, eviction deadline July 31, 1492, (the 9th of Av).100   Three 
days later, on August 3, 1492, Columbus set sail for the west with his crew which included a number of Jewish 
sailors.  The land he would discover would become a relatively safe haven for the Jewish people.   
 
There is evidence Columbus himself may have been a Jew who “converted” to Christianity.  Letters to his son, 
Diego, are still in existence today.  On these letters, he wrote the Hebrew letters, Bet ( ב ) and Hay ( ה ) in the 
upper left hand corner.  These letters were then and are today commonly used by Jews to say, “b’ezrat Ha 
Shem” (With the help of His Name).101 

 ה ב
“With the help of His Name” 
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CHAPTER TEN 
 

REFORMATION, HOLOCAUST AND REPENTANCE 
 

 
I mentioned earlier the problems with which the church was confronted in becoming a legalized state religion 
under the Roman Emperor Constantine.  I have not done an in-depth study of the history of the church for the 
1200 year period between Constantine and the reformation, but it is my understanding that during this time it 
was the church assisted by the power of the state which began persecuting Christians and Jews and thousands 
were martyred.  This period in church history was greatly influenced by pagan idolatry, moral corruption, 
ignorance and self-indulgence.  This is the church in which the leaders of the Reformation found themselves.    
For over a thousand years, the church powers in Rome kept the word of God from the masses.  Any attempt to 
make the word of God available to the people was met with severe opposition from the Roman Catholic system.  
 
The first noted reformer was John Wycliffe who, in about 1382, completed an English translation of the 
scriptures which was handwritten and widely circulated.  Twenty-four years after he died a natural death, his 
Bibles were outlawed and his body was later exhumed and burned.  Reformers to follow were John Hus 
(martyred 1415), Martin Luther, Dutch scholar Erasmus, William Tyndale (martyred 1536), Ulrich Zwingli and 
John Calvin.   
 
One influential reformer, who is often overlooked, was mentioned in the previous chapter.  Andreas Karlstadt, 
educated at the Universities of Erfurt and Cologne, was an influential professor of theology and the Chancellor 
of Wittenberg University who awarded Luther his doctorate.102   There must have been a certain friendship 
between the two because Luther’s wife became the godmother of Karlstadt’s son.103  Some of Luther’s theology 
was much the same as Karlstadt’s.  But Luther’s was more conciliatory to traditions of the Church.   Karlstadt 
wrote convincingly for observing the seventh day as the Sabbath Day according to Scripture.  Luther referenced 
Karlstadt in his pamphlet, Against the Celestial Prophets, “Indeed, if Karlstadt were to write further about the 
Sabbath, Sunday would have to give way, and the Sabbath—that is to say, Saturday—must be kept holy.”104  
Their theological differences on communion, infant baptism and images in the church ultimately drove them 
apart.  Karlstadt’s number of published writings in Germany were second only to Luther’s for the years 1518-
1525. 105  The last seven years of his life were spent as a Professor of the Old Testament, rector of the 
university, and pastor of the University Church of St. Peter in Basel, Switzerland.106  His writings substantially 
influenced Ulrich Zwingli, Thomas Muntzer and Felix Manz.  
 
Muntzer was one of the founders of the Anabaptists.  The Anabaptists were persecuted by both Catholics and 
Protestants for their belief in “believer’s baptism” (baptism by immersion).  Ignorance and evil were 
demonstrated by some who considered themselves to be “Christian”. Manz was executed by immersion 
(drowning) for his belief in believer’s baptism, and the first of thousands of Anabaptists to be martyred.107   
 
Why the persecution and martyrdom of these Christian leaders?  Stated simply, it was because they dared to 
defend the word of God and also to question and challenge the doctrine and teaching of men.  One can only 
imagine a church without the word of God.  Scriptural ignorance of the people and the priesthood could only 
lead to behavior that would be the worst in man.  Inquisitions, expulsions, and crusades were atrocities that 
were carried out in the name of the church and by those who called themselves Christians.  Luther, in his 
treatise “On the Councils and the Church,” said that the first mark of a true church is the possession of the 
word of God.108   
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The Reformation with the availability of God’s word brought with it light in a dark era and set the people free to 
serve the risen “Word.”   Nowhere in Scripture does it call for Christians to hate or despise their neighbors, be 
they Jew or Gentile.   Should it be so hard to understand the Jewish aversion to Christianity when, for all intents 
and purposes, Christians actually drove them away with their persecution and hatred of all things Jewish? 
 

I believe that God wants us to be truth-seekers and that so long as we are “seeking” the truth, God will be with 
us and deliver us.   In God’s time, His word is revealed.  Martin Luther was a believer and teacher of God’s 
word and wanted to share this word with the people so much so that he translated the new testament of the Bible 
from Greek to German.109  Risking his life, he stood to defend the word of God as it had been “revealed” to 
him.  I emphasize the word “revealed.”  God’s plan and purpose for Israel was not in line with Luther’s timing.  
Later in his life, it appears that when the Jewish people in Germany did not respond to his preaching of the 
Gospel, he became angry and recommended harsh punishment for them.  He said that they should be run out of 
their homes, that their schools and synagogues should be burned, their Talmudic writings should be burned, 
rabbis should be forbidden to preach or teach under penalty of death, and that Jewish people should be confined 
to their own neighborhoods.110 It’s likely that the Jewish people did not respond to the Gospel because they 
would have been required to give up Sabbath worship, Passover and other Jewish traditions.  Looking back, this 
seems to be legalism in reverse.  It’s ironic that the first church, all Jewish, accepted gentile converts without 
requiring them to adopt Jewish traditions. (Acts 15:7-11 and 15:24-29) 
 
Remember that in Isaiah 46:10, God said that He would accomplish His purpose.   In hindsight, it appears likely 
that God used Luther.  “Used” is not exactly the right word here because it implies that God causes evil to 
happen and that is not true!  God allows man free will but also allows man to reap the consequences of his 
(man’s) word and action. Every incident of God’s wrath recorded in the Bible is the result of sin and man 
choosing his own path and reaping the consequences.   Israel had been warned prior to their establishment as a 
nation of the consequences of spurning God’s laws. (Deuteronomy 29, Leviticus 26) 
 
History tells us that the Nazis used Luther’s words some 400 years later to justify the holocaust.111 (See 
Holocaust information.112) The church (Protestant and Catholic) in Germany was strangely silent while Hitler 
carried out his pograms against the Jews.  However, there were heroic Christians who resisted the Nazis.  Oskar 
Schindler,113 a Catholic and a member of the Nazi Party, used his wealth and position to save 1300 Jews.  
Corrie ten Boom114 was a Dutch Christian holocaust survivor who helped many Jews escape the Nazis.  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer115 was a German Lutheran pastor, who became frustrated with the liberal theology of the established 
church in Germany, and was a founding member of The Confessing Church.   For his resistance to the Nazis, he 
was executed with two other resistors, Theodor Strünch, Ludwig Gehre, and conspirators, Admiral Wilhelm 
Canaris, General Hans Oster and General Karl Sack on April 9, 1945, only weeks prior to Nazi surrender.  
 
Bear in mind that Germany paid a very heavy price in their defeat in World War II for what they had done to 
the Jews.  Keep in mind, also, that the events that happened in this “time” of history caused the Jewish people to 
cry out even more for their right to a homeland and, perhaps, shamed the world so much, that the world’s 
political machinery lined up in such a way that it actually happened!  This was one of the greatest miracles in all 
history.  The very fact that the Jewish people were sifted through the nations and their identity preserved for all 
these centuries was a miracle in itself.  No other people or nation has ever been dispersed and scattered around 
the world for almost two thousand years and then regathered to become a nation again, and yet God’s word said 
that this would happen! 
 
Would it really make sense for a loving God who is full of mercy and grace, to not show mercy and grace to the 
very people He had chosen to be a blessing to the nations? (Genesis 12:3 & 28:3-4.)  How could anyone answer 
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in the affirmative, in light of all the scripture and promises on which God would have to renege for that to be 
true?  If His word doesn’t hold true for Israel, why should anyone think it would hold true for Christians?   
 
Does it make sense for God to set such stringent standards for Israel in the keeping of the Law and then turn 
around and say it’s ok for Christians to ignore it?  Jesus said, “Think not that I have come to abolish the law and 
the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them (Matthew 5:17).”  He then said not even the 
smallest Hebrew letter or punctuation mark would disappear until all is accomplished.  Think about this, 
Abraham kept the law (Genesis 26:5), Jesus kept the law (John 15:10) and Paul kept the law (Acts 24:14).  
Doesn’t it make sense to say that God sent His Son who lived the Torah (the Law) perfectly, to show the way 
and, through His heart and His Spirit, provide the strength for us to be able to live as imitators of Christ? 
(Philippians 4:13)  To be an imitator!!  Shouldn’t that be our goal?   
 
Adam, created in the image of God, failed when he partook of the tree of knowledge of good and evil after God 
had warned him not to.  So often, what seems to be a little mistake can have big consequences.  His descendants 
inherited the condition of disobedience and alienation from God.  In Christ, God paved the way for us to be 
conformed to His image as we were created to be.  
  
For centuries, prior to the reformation, the church had been teaching that “the church had replaced Israel.”116  It 
is my understanding that most mainline protestant churches still hold to that teaching.  Let’s look at what God 
says about this through the prophet, Jeremiah.  “Have you not observed what these people are saying, ‘The 
Lord has rejected the two families which He chose’? [Israel and Judah]   Thus, they have despised my people so 
that they are no longer a nation in their sight.  Thus, says the Lord, if I have not established my covenant with 
day and night and the ordinances of heaven and earth, then I will reject the descendants of Jacob and David my 
servant and will not choose one of his descendants to rule over the seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  For I 
will restore their fortunes and will have mercy upon them (Jeremiah 33:24-26).”   
 
“The seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” refers to the physical offspring and not to “spiritual descendants” of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  The Hebrew word for “seed” is “zera” meaning posterity117 which means all 
succeeding generations.118  In light of these words, how can the church continue such teachings?  It seems as 
though God has “all the bases covered” in His prophetic word.  For every possible question a skeptic could have 
which might raise doubts about the truth of God’s word and His plan for Israel, He has the answer in His word.  
It’s prerecorded!   
 
I believe that a church is required to repent just as individuals are required to repent when what they do is 
contrary to God’s word. By using the term “church” here, I am referring to the various denominational 
structures.  The church is no more the potter than you or I.  The church is and should be God’s vessel shaped by 
His Word.  As it is with repentance of sin in the individual, so it is with repentance of sin in the church.  When 
something is not true according to Scripture then it is a lie.  A lie is sin!  No one knows the full consequence of 
sin in the church because sin is like a cancer lurking beneath the surface.  We don’t always know where it will 
manifest itself but it manifests itself in many ways. Pride, arrogance, division, mistrust, hypocrisy and 
selfishness are not endearing attributes that Christ looks for in His Body.  But there is a sure cure for any lie in 
the Body and that is, repentance—repentance that begins in the heart of every individual in every church.  A 
real search and longing for His Truth which is not found in some traditions and doctrines of the church will 
bring about His forgiveness, favor and blessings. 
 
 If the early church fathers,119 Luther, and others who taught that God had forsaken Israel, could actually see 
Israel regathered as a nation as they are today, isn’t there a possibility that they might repent and say, “Oh, God, 
please forgive me for not trusting in your word!”? 
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Since Paul was ordained by Jesus himself to bring the Gospel to the gentiles, should not the church follow 
Paul’s teaching, which agrees with Old Testament scriptures concerning Israel, instead of the teaching of the 
later church “fathers”??  Perhaps the Catholic Church has taken a step in this direction as Vatican II (1962-65) 
and Popes since then have clearly stated, “…that God has not rejected the Jewish people, that the Jewish people 
are not an accursed people, guilty of deicide, and that they remain ‘the people of the covenant.’”120  This 
acknowledgement has, however, not been widely publicized and is a long way from being universally accepted 
in the Catholic Church and practically non-existent and/or ignored in most mainline protestant denominations.    
 
The vast majority of people who attend churches in this and other countries are simply not aware of what their 
church has taught historically with regard to replacement theology.  This may be true for those occupying the 
pulpits in many of those churches as well.  Most often the issue is simply not on the radar screen, so to speak, 
and the people are just not aware.  Herein lies the question…  What are the consequences of not knowing and 
agreeing with God’s plan and purpose for His land and the people He calls “the apple of His eye?” (Zechariah 
2:8)  The evidence in Scripture clearly shows that God is patient and compassionate.  But, it also shows that 
God is steadfast in purpose and that the consequence of not knowing and agreeing with His purpose for Israel, 
the people and the land, should be considered cause for great concern.   
 
In Matthew 25, Jesus tells a parable of wise and unwise maidens maintaining oil in their lamps in preparation 
for the return of the bridegroom.  He continues with another parable about servants who were each entrusted 
with a certain number of talents and how those talents were invested.  These parables are laying the groundwork 
for the prophecy in Matthew 25:31-33.  “When the Son of Man comes in His Glory, and all the angels with Him, 
then He will sit on His glorious throne.  Before Him will be gathered all the nations, and He will separate them 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and He will place the sheep at His right 
hand, but the goats at the left.”  Then those who are at His right hand will be invited to inherit the kingdom that 
will be prepared for them.  Jesus continues, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
visited me, I was in prison and you came to me (Matthew 25:35-36).”   
 
When Jesus is asked by those at His right hand, when did we see you hungry and feed you, thirsty and give you 
drink, a stranger and welcome you or naked and clothe you, sick and in prison and visit you?  Then the King 
will answer, “Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these, my brethren, you did it to me. 
(Matthew 25:40)” Just who was Jesus speaking of when He said “these, my brethren?”   Now, I am fully aware 
that everyone should apply these principles in dealing with their neighbors.  By doing so, we are demonstrating 
God’s love for the world.  But, would God’s love exclude the Jewish people?   Jesus was standing in front of an 
all Jewish audience.  The context of this prophecy is in His second coming and before Him will be gathered all 
the nations.  Could it be that He may judge the nations on the basis of how they treated His Jewish brethren?  
Could we make the connection here to the Old Testament prophet, Joel, where God said, “…I will gather all the 
nations … and I will enter into judgment with them there, on account of my people and my heritage Israel… 
(Joel 3:2)”?   
 
 
 
Another personal note…  In December, 1942, I was baptized as an infant in Trinity Lutheran Church, Twin 
Sisters, Texas, as were six brothers and two sisters.  Trinity Lutheran Church moved north seven miles to 
Blanco in the early 1950’s and I have been a member of this same church since baptism.  Memories of Mom’s 
sweet voice singing Jesus Loves Me still linger in my mind.  Perhaps it was that voice that helped get me off the 
wide road that prodigals travel.   
 



 

TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES:  THE BATTLE FOR BEULAH LAND 42 

We traced my dad’s roots back to the early 1700’s in a Lutheran (Evangelische) church at Driedorf, Germany.  
My great, great grandfather, Johann Peter Triesch, apparently was a man of strong faith.  He and his family 
immigrated to Texas in 1845.  On his tombstone in the historical Old New Braunfels Cemetery is engraved, in 
the German language, the epitaph, “Goodbye for now, we are parted from this life on earth, May our Savior 
give us peace until we are together in eternity.”   
 
My family history on my mother’s side of the family predates the reformation and includes a couple of 
Evangelische ministers.  In 1897, my mother’s parents, Henry Artzt and Augusta Bruemmer were married in St. 
Martin Lutheran Church, New Braunfels, Texas.  Augusta’s grandfather, my great, great grandfather, Heinrich 
Bruemmer, Sr., had helped to construct this church in 1851.  It is the oldest Lutheran church in Texas and still 
remains as a testimony to the faith of early German settlers in Texas.   

 
 

 
 

 ST. MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH, NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS 
 
My great grandfather, fourteen generations removed, Ulrich Artzt, II, was the mayor of Augsburg, Germany, 
and in the year 1524, authorized the first Lutheran preacher, a Pastor Rhegius, to hold a meeting and preach the 
Lutheran doctrine.  According to family history, Ulrich Artzt II was re-elected to a two-year term which began 
in 1528 and would almost certainly have been involved in planning for the Diet of Augsburg, which drafted the 
famous Augsburg Confession in 1530.   
 
I point all this out only to show that my “Lutheran” roots run pretty deep.  But, I would also like to point out 
that Luther was not a follower of Luther, but a passionate follower of Jesus who confronted the Church powers 
in Rome.  Luther was loyal to the Church until he found that the Church was not loyal to the word of God. Like 
Luther, our loyalty should not be to man but to the word of God!  The Church MUST be loyal to the “Word,” 
Jesus. 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 
 

AGAINST THE PURPOSE OF GOD 
 

 
Wouldn’t it be great if we had the foresight to believe our hindsight?  If we could see history in our headlights 
instead of our rearview mirror, then perhaps events like inquisitions and holocausts would not happen.  Could 
you imagine the blessing God would pour out on the Church and the world IF ALL TRUTH in God’s word 
were at the very core of its belief and teaching??  How many of those who are outside the Church might be 
attracted by and called into that “Spirit of Truth?” 
 
In his Preface to Romans, Luther said this about Paul’s teaching in Romans, Chapter 11,121  “But God is 
steadfast; his providence will not fail, and no one can prevent its realization.”  He also said, “There is a proper 
measure, time and age for understanding every doctrine.”   (Emphasis mine.)   It’s hard to understand why, 
while Luther had this understanding of God’s timing and sovereignty, he would clearly align himself in 
opposition to Paul’s teaching about Israel.  The only rationale that I can come up with is that Luther’s timing 
was not the same as God’s timing, he had “eyes that were veiled,” or, perhaps, just plain pride and arrogance. 
 
Today, Christians who believe that God has not changed His mind about Israel and that the Jewish people have 
a right to the land that God has given them are castigated in the news media and also by other Christians.  I have 
read that a prominent Christian radio host has said that Israel is the “harlot” of the book of Revelation and that 
believers in dispensational prophecy theology are Nazis.  I did not personally hear these statements so I cannot 
verify whether they are true or false.  I believe we would have to agree that these kinds of statements are not 
representative of what Christian dialogue should be.   
 
Those who believe that the prophecies in the Bible regarding Israel are true, are often referred to derogatorily as 
“Zionists.”  So, why the negativity about Zion?  Those who use this kind of negativity could very well be 
aligning themselves against the purpose of God.  God, Himself, has chosen Zion!!  Jesus Christ will return to 
Jerusalem according to the prophet, Isaiah.  “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him [Jesus] who 
brings good tidings, who publishes [proclaims] peace, who brings good tidings of good, who publishes 
salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’(Isaiah 52:7-9)”   God says in Psalm 132:13-14, “For the Lord 
has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His habitation: ‘This is my resting place forever; here I will dwell…”  In 
Psalm 87:1-2, “On the holy mount stands the city He founded; the Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the 
dwelling places of Jacob.”  In Psalm 129:5, “May all who hate Zion be put to shame and turned backward!” 
And, in Zechariah 2:11-12, the Lord says, “And many nations shall join themselves to the Lord in that day and 
shall be My people; and I will dwell in the midst of you, and you shall know that the Lord of Hosts has sent Me 
to you.  And the Lord will inherit Judah as His portion in the holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem.” 
 
 Why is it that people who search the Scriptures and take God’s word seriously are so often belittled and looked 
down upon by other Christians?  Could it be because of ignorance?   Or, maybe those Christians hold the 
doctrine and teaching of man as greater than the word of God.  It seems to me that when the time comes to face 
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our Creator God, it would be a frightening prospect to have upheld and/or taught a doctrine that is against His 
plan and purpose. 
 
As the world continues amidst wars, struggles and confusion, most people are not aware that the nations are 
aligning themselves exactly as described in prophetic scriptures for “the last days.”  There are many prophetic 
Bible scholars who are in agreement that we are in “that Day” and, that “these are the days of Elijah” as 
referenced in the Bible and in the popular Christian song.  Speaking of the last days, listen to God’s last words 
in the Old Testament. “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord.  And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers, Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse (Malachi 4:5-6 NKJV).”   Sounds like some big changes 
are on the way.   Elijah is to prepare the way for Jesus to come again—to prepare the hearts of the people to 
seek the Truth—to seek Jesus, to follow and worship Him in spirit and in truth, (John 4:24) just as His disciples 
and the people of “the Way” did in the first century Church.     
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CHAPTER TWELVE 
 

WHERE IS THE WISE MAN? 
 

 
Believers are called to witness to the truth of God’s word from Genesis to Revelation.  From the Book of John, 
we know that in the beginning was the Word, and the Word (Jesus) became flesh and dwelt among us.  (John 
1:1 & 1:14)  It’s hard for many people to comprehend that before Moses recorded the Torah (the Law, the first 
five books in the Old Testament), Jesus was there.  Not only was He there, but He spoke the actual words which 
were recorded.  Jesus told us in John 8:58 that “before Abraham was I AM.”   We are told in both the Old and 
New Testaments that God does not change.  (Malachi 3:6 and Hebrews 13:8.)  If He were to change, then He 
would be less than a God who could be depended upon to be our Rock.   Jesus, our Rock, said that He is the 
Alef and the Tav, the beginning and the end.  In other words, He was there before time and He’ll be there after 
time.   

How else would He be able to tell us “the end from the beginning?”  ה ב 
 
Perhaps here we need the insight and faith of Job who said to God, “I know that you can do all things; no plan 
of yours can be thwarted (Job 42:2 NIV).”  Or maybe we’ll get to the point where we can say as he said, “My 
ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you (Job 42:5 NIV)…”   
 
Like Paul, we should give glory to God.  “O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  How 
unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable are His ways.  ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
or who has been His counselor?’ ‘Or who has given a gift to Him that He might be repaid?’  For from Him and 
through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be glory forever. Amen (Romans 11:33-36).”  
 
Remember that in the garden, Adam and Eve were not to partake of the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
(Genesis 2:17).” God has not entrusted us with knowledge of all things.  If this were not the case, we would be 
able to walk by knowledge and not by faith to obtain salvation which is eternal life in the presence of God.  
Having this knowledge without having the heart of God would most assuredly lead to chaos and all sorts of evil.  
To prevent this, God gives us His heart, the gift of a spiritual heart, when we are born anew (born again-John 
3:3) by faith believing in His Son who voluntarily went to the cross and gave Himself for all.  (John 3:16)  That 
is the ONLY way to get anywhere near Him. 
 
While we’re on the topic of knowledge, one of the most astounding prophecies with clear implications for our 
day is found in the book of Daniel.  “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, until the time of the 
end. Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase (Daniel 12:4).”  
 
Never in all of history have human beings been more mobile than they are today, i.e., automobile, air, and space 
travel (“running to and fro”).  But what about the words, “knowledge shall increase”?  The first universities in 
this country, i.e., Harvard, Yale, Cambridge, etc., were founded as Christian institutions of learning (a matter of 
historical record) and the Bible was used as the foundation that undergirds knowledge.  In all public institutions 
of learning today, it seems that head knowledge has replaced Bible knowledge.    
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Knowledge is exploding so rapidly today that it is virtually 
impossible to keep up.  But then, we don’t have to!  A world 
of knowledge is available at one’s fingertip (not 
mine…LaVada’s) with the click of a “mouse”.   It’s hard to 
find a creature more lowly than a mouse!  A MOUSE is in 
charge of such KNOWLEDGE??  God tells us that 
knowledge is going to increase, and it has increased 
exponentially, and then He puts a little mouse at the controls!   

 
 

                                         “SPARKY, THE SMART MOUSE” 
 

Ok, folks, I’ve got to put this Scripture right here… 
 
“Where is the wise man?  Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased 
God through the folly of what we preach [the gospel] to save those who believe (I Corinthians 1:20-21).”     And 
then in Verse 25, Paul says, “For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men.”    
 
Now, does God have a sense of humor, or what?  Maybe this is coincidence or, maybe He’s just trying to tell us 
something?  Why did Paul use the phrase, “the folly of what we preach”?  Was it not to emphasize the 
simplicity of the gospel to those who believe?  By the grace of God we are saved through faith in His Word-His 
Son who went as a lamb to the slaughter voluntarily so that all who believe may be reconciled to God.  When 
Jesus said, “It is finished (John 19:30)”, God had done it all.  There is nothing that anyone can “add” to this 
gospel which Paul preached that can get one closer to God.  All that is necessary is to believe!  This “folly” is 
contrary to the mind of man who so often thinks that he can make himself right with God by what he does.  
God’s gift is complete!  How could anything we do make it a better gift, or, how could the doctrines and/or 
traditions of any church or “religion” make it a better gift?  Now, is what we do important to God?   Absolutely!  
Faith is made complete by what we do. (James 2:22)   Our works are the result of our gratitude for the gift.  
Without acknowledging and accepting God’s gift, our deeds are but filthy rags.  (Isaiah 64:6)  God knows that 
good works can be accomplished with selfish or evil intent and, therefore, will not only recognize but judge that 
intent when it does not conform to His Spirit.  Everything we do must be in gratitude for the gift and nothing we 
do can earn God’s favor. 
 
So, what does all this mean to a “believing” Christian?  A believer’s life should be as a walk “down the 
Emmaus road” (English pronunciation, E-MAY-us) where his or her heart and mind is open to the word of God, 
just as the two disciples who made that trek originally. (Luke 24:13-32)  Many professing Christians are 
Christian in name only, that is, they choose to believe what they want to believe about the Bible.  Many do not 
know what the Bible says and, what’s more, they don’t really care.  They truly are as sheep or goats that will 
follow most anyone who has a message that is pleasing to their ears.   
 
Although the Bible is filled with prophecy from Genesis to Revelation, very few people seem to take prophecy 
seriously—“for the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy (Revelation 19:10).”  It seems to me that all the 
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words that Jesus spoke should be taken seriously.  Jesus said, “that everything written about me in the Law 
[Torah] of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled (Luke 24:44).”  
Prophets…Psalms…Torah…  That’s a lot of prophecy!  Here I’d like to reemphasize what Jesus said in Luke 
24:25.  He called those “foolish” who don’t want to believe all that the prophets spoke.   
 
 
One last personal note… 
 
As a child growing up on a farm, my grandparent’s house was only about a minute’s walk away from our house.  
My dad and grandpa farmed about 150 acres of land which had been in the family since 1897.  For years they 
did the plowing with a couple of plow horses and a single row plow.  In 1936, Dad bought a new Farmall tractor 
and a two-row plow.  I wasn’t on the scene yet, but I can just imagine the excitement when Dad cranked that 
tractor for the first time and started turning that ground more than twice as fast as before!  I actually cranked 
that tractor a few times and plowed a few acres of that farm, myself.    
 
Cranking that tractor wasn’t nearly as exciting as when my “Oma” cranked the handle on that wall telephone for 
the first time and talked to a neighbor a couple of miles up the road.  I don’t know the year when that happened, 
but I can still remember Oma standing there in the foyer holding the black bell-shaped receiver to her ear and 
speaking into the mouthpiece of that old wooden telephone box on the wall.  She would be happily carrying on 
a conversation in German with Mrs. Heimer up the road.  Today we think nothing about traveling Interstate 10 
at 80 mph in west Texas carrying on a conversation with anyone, anywhere in the world, on our cell phone.  It 
is also possible now to not only be carrying on a conversation but to actually see the person to whom you are 
speaking, if you have the right equipment.  What a tremendous advancement in communication and technology 
in just one generation! 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
 

A WORD FROM PETER 
 
 
II Peter 1:19 
And we have the prophetic word made more sure.  You will do well to pay attention to this as to a lamp shining 
in a dark place… 
 
II Peter 1:20-21 
First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 
because no prophecy ever came by the impulse of man, but men moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoke from God. 
 
In the second chapter of this letter, verses 1 and 2, Peter warns of false prophets and 
teachers who by their own interpretation of Scripture will bring destructive heresies and 
cause many to follow their licentiousness which is to use God’s grace as a license to 
sin.  Later, he said, “Forsaking the right way they  [the prophets and teachers]  have 
gone astray; they have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Be´or, who loved gain 
from wrongdoing, but was rebuked for his own transgression; a dumb ass spoke with 
human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness (II Peter 2:15-16).” 

 
 
“They promised them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption; for whatever overcomes a man, to 
that he is enslaved (II Peter 2:19).” 
 
II Peter 3:3-4 
First of all you must understand this, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own 
passions and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, [died] all 
things have continued as they were in the beginning of creation.” 
 
Again Peter uses “first of all” to get the reader’s attention.  The inference here is “you’d better get this!”  Jude 
also points to “scoffers” (mockers) in the last days in his epistle, verse 18.   Are you included in this category?  
If we could only comprehend God’s “time” and timing, then maybe we’d be more likely to believe. 
 
II Peter 3:8-9 
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day.  The Lord is not slow about His promise as some count slowness, but is forbearing toward 
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 
 
So, should we live in fear?  Absolutely not!  “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind (II Timothy 1:7 KJV).”  The underlying message of prophecy is to believe and be 
prepared spiritually for His return.  That’s the message of the maidens and their lamps in Matthew 25:1-13.  
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When the Holy Spirit resides in us, the fear of what is going on around us is removed.  God is love!  Perfect 
love casts out fear.  (I John 4:18.) 
 
God’s word assures us of the security we have when we seek God with all our heart and the salvation we have 
by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.  While referring to the last days, God’s word admonishes us in Joel 2:12, 
“Even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart...”  What an awesome and merciful God!   
 
Let’s go back to Paul in I Thessalonians 4:16-17, “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.  And the dead in Christ will rise first; then 
we who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air…” 
 
It seems that in various corners of Christianity there is dissension on what this business of “being caught up” is 
all about.  The word “rapture” is not in the English Bible.  It is, however, in the Latin Vulgate, which was in use 
for about 1300 years. The phrase, ‘caught up’ is translated from the Greek word, harpazo and the Latin word, 
rapere.122  Many argue as to when this will happen.  (Pre/Mid/Post-Tribulation)  For me, it’s a non-issue!  That 
doesn’t mean it’s unimportant. What is more important is, are we ready for His return?  Paul goes on to tell us, 
in I Thessalonians 5:2-6, that no one knows when this is going to happen.  However, as children of the light 
(believers), we should watch and stay sober so as to not be caught unaware.  Then he tells us in Chapter 5:9, 
“For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Now, what does all this mean to the nonbeliever?  Well, my prayer is that after reading this little book, God has 
touched you in such a way so that you are no longer in this category.  If you are not yet convinced, then I would 
ask you to compare the words of the Bible to the teaching of anyone who has ever come up with what they think 
is the path to God.   
 
Perhaps you have been searching for that path and are a bit confused by what seems a myriad of paths that point 
in different directions.  Where do all the various “religions of the world” come from?  (Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Islam, Jehovah’s Witness, Mormonism, Scientology, New Age, etc.)  These religions may take the form of 
worshipping manmade objects, worshipping some part of creation, i.e., the sun and/or moon, or worshipping 
and/or venerating a non-biblical Jesus which is to use the Name of Jesus but twist and/or deny some of His 
teaching or His Deity.  These various religions are all the culmination of man’s attempt to find God or, perhaps, 
I should say, create a god more to his own liking and one that he thinks may be a bit more accessible, 
compassionate and/or powerful.  A “god” can be anyone or anything to which a person gives first priority or 
allegiance, i.e., money, career, toys, etc.  If God is to be God, He must be first!  
 
Understandably, to lump all of these religions together attempting to define or explain each in one short 
paragraph could honestly be considered a bit simplistic.  To explain or delve into each of them extensively 
would take more than one book, more time than I have, and would obscure the message I am trying to convey.  
Although I have limited knowledge of these religions, I do have a little understanding of the fundamentals and 
the history of each.  My intent is not to be offensive, but to encourage the reader to examine whether or not 
what I have said about the God of the Bible is true.   
 
The God of the Bible is exclusive and He doesn’t beat around the bush.  “I am God and there is no other… 
(Isaiah 46:9).”   In Exodus 20:5-6, He tells us, “…I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast 
love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.”  After all, why would the Creator of the 
Universe find it necessary to share His glory with imposters?  He alone deserves our love and adoration as 
Creator.  Think about it!   
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Remember also, Jesus said that no one gets to the Father except through Him.  (John 14:6)  After all, if God is 
who He says He is, and I believe He is, He doesn’t need me or anyone else to defend Him.  He simply calls to 
all who have ears to hear:  “Come now, and let us reason together,” says the LORD, “Though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool. (Isaiah 1:18)” 
God challenges us to check Him out.  By His grace, His word brings life to our inner being (soul) to the point 
where we can respond in faith.  In faith, we acknowledge Him as God and “repent” (turn from sin, other gods 
and worldly ways) and watch as our sins become as “white as snow.” 
 
Now, how does God accomplish this?  Jesus was without sin. (Hebrews 4:15) And, as such, became our 
sacrificial lamb—our Passover Lamb!  When we sin and repent, we are covered by His shed blood.  All that is 
required is repentance and real submission to His word.  Submission does not give us permission or a license to 
willingly continue in sin.  “Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you once 
walked, when you lived in them.  But now put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from 
your mouth.  Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have 
put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator (Colossians 3:5-10).”  
“Do you not know that if you yield yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you 
obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness (Romans 6:16)?”  Why 
would a loving father give us a license to sin which leads to death?  Doesn’t make sense!  Does it? 
 
And how does one go about finding this God of the Bible?  God has the answer in his word recorded long ago.  
His word holds true today.  
  
Jeremiah 29:13 
You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 
 
Deuteronomy 4:29 
…you will seek the Lord your God, and you will find Him, if you search after Him with all your heart and with 
all your soul. 
 
Matthew 7:7 (NIV)   
Jesus said:  Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be opened to you. 
 
Revelation 3:20 
Behold, I [Jesus] stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come into 
him and eat with him, and he with me. 
 
PROVERBS 
 
8:17  I love those who love me and those who seek me diligently find me. 
 
8:32  And now my sons [and daughters], listen to me; happy are those who keep my ways. 
 
8:34   Happy is the man [woman] who listens to me, watching…waiting… 
 
8:35-36 (NIV) For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor from the Lord. But whoever fails to find me  
 
harms himself; all who hate me love death. 
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God has given us his “Word,” Jesus to emulate and follow.  If we truly are in His “Word,” His “Word” will live 
in us.  “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1).”  God does 
not condemn us.  He looks at us through the blood of Jesus.  If we feel condemnation, we should look at our 
own being.  Have we committed our lives to be a reflection of His word and His love?  If we have committed 
our life to Christ, we will no longer be able to sin without feeling the conviction of the Holy Spirit.  Out with 
the old and in with the new!  We are a new creation!  And if our life does not reflect that change, perhaps we 
should examine our commitment.  Let’s just be honest.  He sees all, knows all and hears all.   
 
When your heart is ready, you don’t even have to look.  God examines the heart of each one who comes to Him 
—individually—not corporately.  When you’re ready to repent and submit to His authority, all you have to do is 
ask and Jesus will show up.  Come as you are.  He alone has the power to change lives and that includes yours!  
You won’t be able to see Him yet, but guess what?  You’re back to faith.  Just like Abraham!!  You won’t be 
able to touch Him but you will know His presence.  You’ll know that He lives in you.  The “Light of the 
World” is available personally for all who long for and seek Him with all their heart.  Yet He is not ours to hold 
onto because He’s too big to be contained, —individually—or corporately, and is meant to be shared with the 
world.  Welcome to the family!! 
 
No other book in all of history is better documented in regard to its authenticity than the Bible.   Evidence That 
Demands a Verdict.123 is a book that makes this case convincingly.  The very fact that the words of the Bible 
(the Old Testament) we read today (allowing for variations in translations) are the same words that were quoted 
and read by Jesus and His disciples in the Temple of Jerusalem 2000 years ago is a witness to the fact that God 
has protected His word through the ages.   This, by itself, is reason enough to trust that the word of God is true, 
and can and should be used as a standard to determine truth.  You can add to that, “proof by prophetic word” 
because so much that God has prophesied has already happened and we can rest assured that that which has not 
happened will happen in the future.  That’s right! God has given us “prophecy” to prove Himself!  No other 
god has prophesied specific future events centuries before they happened.  He challenged them through the 
prophet Isaiah roughly twenty-eight hundred years ago.  “Set forth your case, says the Lord; bring your proofs, 
says the king of Jacob.  Let them bring them, and tell us what is to happen.  Tell us the former things, what they 
are, that we may consider them, that we may know their outcome; or declare to us the things to come.  Tell us 
what is to come hereafter, that we may know you are gods; do good, or do harm, that we may be dismayed and 
terrified.  Behold, you are nothing, and your work is naught; an abomination is he who chooses you (Isaiah 
41:21-24).”    The fulfillment of God’s prophecies is certain and “is happening” in our time while those in the 
world, as in the days of Lot (remember Sodom and Gomorrah) and as in the days of Noah float along in a tide 
of indifference. (See Luke 17:26-30) 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge 
Him and He will make your paths straight. 
 
John 8:12 
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life. 
 
Mark 1:14-15 
…Jesus came…saying, “The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the 
gospel.” 
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
 

ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS 
 
 

Genesis 12:3  God said to Abraham and his descendants: 
 
I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.   Then said to his son, Isaac, “I will multiply your descendants as the stars in heaven, and will 
give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall bless 
themselves: because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my 
laws (Genesis 26:4-5).”  
 
God’s purpose for Israel is to bless all earthly families.  Could it be that God has already been doing that 
throughout the centuries and the world has simply not noticed?  Even though the Jewish people have been 
scattered all over the world and, in general, have been persecuted wherever they went, they were a blessing to 
the nations.  Jews currently make up approximately 0.25%, that is one-fourth of one percent, of the world’s 
population, and 2% of the U.S. population.124  The Nobel Prize was established in Alfred Nobel's will in 1895 
and was first awarded in 1901.  Between 1901 and 2007, 27% of worldwide recipients and 40% of U.S. 
recipients in the scientific and research fields of Chemistry, Economics, Medicine and Physics were Jewish or 
persons of half-Jewish ancestry.  In other words, worldwide, the Jewish people, outnumbered by 400 to 1, 
received more than one out of every 4 of these awards, and in the U. S., outnumbered by fifty to one, received 
two out of every five of these awards.  A list of recipients is posted at the end of this book. 
 
Why would the world reject the blessings of God?  I believe it is because the world is deceived by that spirit 
who is the father of lies!  America was founded as a Christian nation. This is well documented.125 From our 
nation’s very beginnings, America has generally been a haven and friend to the Jewish people. I think I can 
safely say that no other nation in history has received more of God’s favor than the United States of America.  
Other nations are blessed with great resources and wonderful people and yet are not as blessed as this nation 
which, I believe, is the direct result of America’s Christian foundation and its friendship with the descendants of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Christopher Columbus, a likely descendant, came to America by divine providence 
and opened the door to a nation where Christians and Jews could prosper and live together in peace.   
 
Today very few people are knowledgeable about American history and even fewer know anything about the 
history of Israel.  Most Americans are unaware of the basis for our Judeo-Christian heritage.  In 1975, a United 
States postal stamp honored a Jewish man named Haym Salomon for his contribution to America’s freedom. 126  
Saloman was a merchant banker and personal friend of George Washington.  He devoted his life and fortune as 
well as expertise raising money abroad to finance the American Revolution.  He made loans to the newly 
formed American government and most of these loans were never repaid.  Without his contribution, the 
American revolution would almost surely have failed.  Other Jews, including an all Jewish militia company 
from South Carolina, fought alongside American patriots to win our coveted freedoms.127 
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As Christians and Americans, we should stand with Israel, as a nation and as a people.  Many Jewish people 
have already come to the knowledge of Jesus (Yeshua) as the Messiah and in God’s time, as clearly prophesied 
in His word, so will the remainder of all Israel. (Romans 11:26)  We should pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 
 
Personal Bible study is of utmost importance.  How else is one to know if someone is leading them down a path 
of “untruth” which is so often the reason for those stumbling blocks in life?  When it comes to truth, don’t take 
my word or anyone else’s as “gospel” but examine for yourself what is true.  (Acts 17:11)  I hope this book will 
inspire you to spend a little time in His word (the sword of the Spirit), put on the whole armor of God and stand 
your ground ‘defending the faith’ in these ‘latter days.’  (Ephesians 6:14-17)  The consequences and rewards are 
eternal!! 
 
Most everyone would agree that the Bible is not all that easy to read and understand.  The Bible is a spiritual 
book and cannot be comprehended intellectually.  To receive even a hint of the truth it contains, one must 
submit to the possibility that it is the word of God.  Hebrews 11:6 tells us that, “And without faith it is 
impossible to please Him.  For whoever would draw near to God must believe that He exists and that He 
rewards those who seek Him.”  I do not understand why the Bible is written the way it is but I know that God 
requires submission and faith if we want to be close to Him.   
 
Two things the Bible makes very clear are: God’s incredible love for and devotion to man (mankind) and His 
faithfulness to His word.  He loves the Church and He loves Israel.  There is no separation between those who 
are “grafted in” to the same tree. (Galatians 3:28)  The Church is made up of all who repent and believe the 
Gospel…a people who are called out and set apart to be a witness to His word.  It’s not about who has the 
biggest building or what name is on that building.  God is not into marketing “brand” names.  Paul tells us in I 
Corinthians 1:10, there should not be quarreling and dissensions among believers and that they should be united 
in the same mind.  In Verse 12, he says, “What I mean is that each one of you says, ‘I belong to Paul,’ or ‘I 
belong to Apol’los,’ or ‘I belong to Cephas,’ [Peter] or ‘I belong to Christ.’”  Then he asks in Verse 13, “Is 
Christ divided?”   I realize Paul is speaking about individuals in the church of Corinth, but couldn’t these words 
just as well apply today to the church at large?  Couldn’t we just as well say here, “I belong to the Methodists” 
or, “I belong to the Baptists” or, “I belong to the Catholics,” or, “I belong to the Lutheran, Presbyterian, 
Episcopal, Cowboy or Whatever Christian Church?”  Don’t get me wrong, what your church teaches is of the 
greatest importance.  Also, please understand I am not advocating that anyone should change the church he or 
she is attending unless that church refuses to teach the whole word of God.  Even there, he or she may be called 
to be salt and light which is to preserve and illuminate the truth.   Wherever we are, we should be reflecting His 
light.  Churches should not be engaged in competition!  One body, one Spirit!  Read Ephesians 4:4-6.  What I 
am saying is people need to understand that it is not the name above the door of your church that will save a 
single soul.  It is the “word of God” and the “Word” (Jesus) alone that saves.   What Paul is saying is that there 
is only one name that matters… the NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES, JESUS!! (Acts 4:12) 

 
You can drive through Anytown, USA, and there is a church on practically every corner.  In bigger cities, 
churches are a little bigger and a little bit further apart.  There is a church of almost any flavor…kind of like 
Baskin-Robbins.  In many of these churches, there are many dedicated preachers who seek and preach the truth 
as presented in the word of God.  Others have preachers who accommodate “the itching ears” of their 
parishioners because that is what the parishioners want to hear.  Never mind what the Bible says… They say, 
“That was just for those heathens in years gone by.”  “We know so much more now than they knew then” or, 
“those stories are just mythological.” 
 
The further the Church strays from the truth that is the word of God, the greater the division.  Listen to the 
words of Jesus in John 17 as He prayed for the disciples when the time for His crucifixion was drawing near.  
“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
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(John 17:3 NKJV).”    How can we know Him without knowing and keeping His word?  Jesus continues to pray 
for His disciples, “They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them by Your truth. Your 
word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. (John 17:16-18 NKJV).”  
Sanctify means to set apart as holy or for holy purposes; to consecrate.128  In other words, His disciples are to be 
set apart in His word which is truth for His holy purposes.  Then Jesus prays for those who will believe in Him 
(the Church) through the word of His disciples.  “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will 
believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they 
also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have 
given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in 
one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. (John 
17:20-23 NKJV).”  
 
Because of the division which is so apparent in the Church, one can only imagine what the Christian Church 
must look like to non-believers.  Jesus’ prayer was that the Church would become one!  Why?  So that the 
world may believe!  So that the world may know!  ─ That Jesus was sent to demonstrate the love of God!  
Looking at church history, I believe you would have to admit that this prayer was much needed and that the 
Church has failed miserably.  Why the failure?  It’s because we stray from the truth while following the 
doctrines of men.   If it’s the truth that “sets us free,” then it stands to reason that lies keep us in bondage.   
Unity can and will only come by being sanctified in truth.  It’s time for the people of the Church to repent of 
any teaching not grounded in God’s word and watch as He heals the Body with His mercy and grace. 
 
Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments (John 14:15).”  Which commandments do you 
suppose He was talking about?  “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept 
My Father’s commandments and abide in His love (John 15:10 NKJV).”  Does it make sense that He would 
exclude some of His Father’s commandments which He said that He kept?  “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another (John 13:34-35).”   
 
If you have love for one another!!  Looks like we failed in this category, too.  Forgiveness is an ordained 
consequence of love and love is an ordained consequence of forgiveness. Can we not see the importance of 
forgiveness?  Can we comprehend the importance of love?  Can we begin to comprehend the importance of 
‘being one’?  Can we comprehend the importance of truth?   Without being sanctified in truth, we can never 
really reach that place where we are sanctified in His love.  Forgive, be patient in love, but never 
compromise the Word who is Truth!  If the truth is compromised, it can no longer be considered truth.  The 
“father” of lies knows that even one lie successfully planted causes division in the Body of Christ. 
 
The people of Israel are the covenant people physically descended from Abraham who was considered 
righteous because of his faith. (Romans 4:3)  This covenant of righteousness through faith was passed on to 
Isaac and Jacob.  The evidence of scriptural references contained herein, plus recent history, and current events 
make it clear that God has a plan for this people and that He is steadfast in accomplishing His plan and purpose 
to bring them home and cleanse them in the process of giving them a “heart transplant.”129   
 
Why would God have to choose or favor the Church over Israel, or vice versa?  The fact is that He doesn’t have 
to and His word clearly says He’s not going to!  God is almighty and His love is big enough to include both the 
Church and Israel and then some!  —FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD— He is also big enough and has 
the power to accomplish His plan and purpose for both, and I believe that, in the end, both will become one in 
Him.  Those grafted into the same tree are one tree and are sanctified and made righteous by the shared root.  It 
is not necessary to understand the why of God’s plan and purpose for Israel or the Church, but it is to our 
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benefit to accept and submit to it.  Whether or not we do that, however, will not keep what He has purposed 
from coming to pass.   
 
Now, does “truth” matter?   Jesus said, “I am the truth!”130 That HAS to matter!! Paul tells us in II 
Thessalonians that it is gravely important and that prior to Christ’s return, with pretended signs and wonders, 
the lawless one will deceive many who are to perish because they “refused to love the truth and so be saved (II 
Thessalonians 2:10).”  The events of secular history also indicate that truth absolutely matters.  Whether it be a 
nation, a church, or an individual, the consequence of basing one’s actions on untruth is, in the end, destructive 
and catastrophic.   We’ve all heard the saying, “ignorance is bliss.”  That is not so!  Not so then and not so now.  
Ignorance is a tool of Satan—it’s of darkness—not of light.   We have history to verify the consequences of 
centuries of lies, deceit, hatred, prejudice and unforgiveness.  In the end, it always comes down to  

“TRUTH─ OR ─CONSEQUENCES.” 
 
When I chose the title, “Truth or Consequences,” for this book (don’t know why, other than it just seemed to 
fit), I had absolutely no recollection for the name of “Beulah, the Buzzer.”  I remembered the TV program but 
couldn’t remember that much about it.  So, LaVada looked it up on the internet and found out the buzzer was 
named “Beulah.”   Most Christians have heard of the song, “Sweet Beulah Land,”131 but they may not be aware 
of where the name Beulah comes from.  The word, Beulah, is mentioned only once in the Bible and is found in 
Isaiah when the Spirit of the Sovereign Lord came upon him and he spoke these words:   
 

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, till her righteousness 
shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch.  The nations will see your righteousness, and all 
kings your glory; you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will bestow.  You will be a 
crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  No longer will they call you 
Deserted, or name your land Desolate.  But you will be called Hephzibah [meaning ‘my delight is in her’], 
and your land Beulah; for the Lord will take delight in you, and your land will be married.  As a young man 
marries a maiden so will your sons marry you; as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God 
rejoice over you (Isaiah 62:1-5 NIV).”   

 
For Zion’s sake!  For Jerusalem’s sake!  Israel is going to shine and be a crown of splendor in the hand of 
Adonai, the Lord God Almighty.  What an amazing coincidence!!??  I have read this scripture before, but the 
scriptural connection to “Beulah” and this book’s title, “Truth or Consequences” was not something I had 
thought of.  With God there really is no such thing as a coincidence… He is, however, full of surprises!  “Truth 
or Consequences” and “Beulah” have a scriptural connection to God’s plan for Israel.   
 
Let’s note once again that this is not a “temporary plan.”  Isaiah 60:21 tells us, “Your people shall all be 
righteous; they shall possess the land forever, the shoot of my planting, the work of my hands that I might be 
glorified.”  Let’s look again at Amos 9:15 where he says, “I will plant them on their land, and they shall never 
again be plucked up out of the land which I have given them, says the Lord your God.” 
 
I believe that by now we should realize that if God has purposed something, it’s going to happen.  Ignoring 
God’s word won’t make it go away!! By looking at the Church in a rear view mirror, we have seen some of the 
consequences of twisting and ignoring God’s word.  Perhaps we should all park those vehicles which depart 
from truth and do not rely on the word of God for fuel; then get out and take a walk ‘down the Emmaus Road’ 
with our hearts and minds open to His Word and His purpose.  
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(Luke 24:31-32) 
“And their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished out of their sight.   

They said to each other, ‘did not our hearts burn within us while He talked to us on the road,  
while He opened to us the scriptures?’”   

 
Matthew 1:23 

 “…His Name shall be called Emmanuel (the name means God is with us).” 
 

Luke 1:31   
“…you shall call His name Jesus [Yeshua, which means Salvation].”  

 
Isaiah 40:1-2   

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and cry to her that her time of 
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned and that she has received from the Lord double for all her sins. 

 
Joel 2:1; 2:32 

Blow the trumpet in Zion…for the day of the Lord is coming… 
… all who call upon the Name of the Lord shall be delivered… 

 
Psalm 122:6 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!  May they prosper who love you! 
 

Shalom! Shalom Jerusalem! 
 את
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The End  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES:  THE BATTLE FOR BEULAH LAND 57 

 
 

Addendum 

 
Jewish recipients of the Nobel Peace Prize 

 
Literature:  1910 - Paul Heyse  1927 - Henri Bergson  1958 - Boris Pasternak  1966 - Shmuel Yosef Agnon  
1966 - Nelly Sachs  1976- Saul Bellow 1978 - Isaac Bashevis Singer  1981 - Elias Canetti  1987 - Joseph 
Brodsky  1991 - Nadine Gordimer World      2001 – Imre Kertesz   2005  - Harold Pinter       
 
Peace:  1911- Alfred Fried  1911 - Tobias Michael Carel Asser  1968 - Rene Cassin  1973 - Henry Kissinger   
1978 - Menachem Begin  1986 - Elie Wiesel  1994 - Shimon Peres   1994 - Yitzhak Rabin  1995 – Joseph 
Rotblat                      
 
Economics:  1970 - Paul Anthony Samuelson  1971 - Simon Kuznets  1972 - Kenneth Joseph Arrow  1975 - 
Leonid Kantorovich  1976 - Milton Friedman  1978 - Herbert A. Simon  1980 - Lawrence Robert Klein  1985- 
Franco Modigliani  1987 - Robert M. Solow  1990 - Harry Markowitz  1990 - Merton Miller  1992 - Gary 
Becker  1993 - Robert Fogel  1994 – John Harsanyi    1997 -  Myron Scholes   2001 – Joseph Stiglitz  2001 – 
George A. Akerlof   2002 – Daniel Kahneman   2002 – Daniel Kahneman   2005 – Robert Aumann   2007 – 
Leonid Hurwicz,Eric Maskin & Roger Myerson                                                                                                                                      

Physics:   1905 - Adolph Von Baeyer  1906 - Henri Moissan   1907 - Albert Abraham Michelson  1908 - 
Gabriel Lippmann  1910 - Otto Wallach 1915 - Richard Willstaetter 1918 - Fritz Haber  1921 - Albert Einstein            
1922 - Niels Bohr 1925 - James Franck  1925 - Gustav Hertz  1943 - Gustav Stern  1943 - George Charles de 
Hevesy  1944 - Isidor Issac Rabi  1952 - Felix Bloch  1954 - Max Born  1958 - Igor Tamm  1959 - Emilio Segre 
1960 - Donald A. Glaser  1961 - Robert Hofstadter  1961 - Melvin Calvin  1962 - Lev Davidovich Landau 
1962 - Max Ferdinand Perutz  1965 - Richard Phillips Feynman   1965 - Julian Schwinger  1969 - Murray Gell-
Mann 1971 - Dennis Gabor   1972 - William Howard Stein   1973 - Brian David Josephson 1975 - Benjamin 
Mottleson  1976 - Burton Richter  1977 - Ilya Prigogine  1978 - Arno Allan Penzias  1978 - Peter L Kapitza 
1979 - Stephen Weinberg  1979 - Sheldon Glashow  1979 - Herbert Charles Brown  1980 - Paul Berg  1980 - 
Walter Gilbert  1981 - Roald Hoffmann  1982 - Aaron Klug  1985 - Albert A. Hauptman  1985 - Jerome Karle 
1986 - Dudley R. Herschbach  1988 - Robert Huber  1988 - Leon Lederman  1988 - Melvin Schwartz  1988 - 
Jack Steinberger  1989 - Sidney Altman  1990 - Jerome Friedman  1992 - Rudolph Marcus  1995 - Martin Perl 
2000 - Alan J. Heeger   

Chemistry:  1905 – Adolph von Baeyer 1906 – Henri Moissan  1910 – Otto Wallach  1915 – Richard 
Willstatter  1918 – Fritz Haber  1943 – George de Hevesy  1961 – Melvin Calvin  1962 – Max Perutz 
1972 – Christian Anfinsen  1972 – William Stein  1977 – Ilya Prigogine  1979 – Herbert Brown  1980 – Paul 
Berg  2004 – Avram Hershko  2004 – Irwin  Rose  2006 – Roger Kornberg  1980 – Walter Gilbert 
1981 – Roadl Hoffmann  1982 – Aaron Klug  1985 – Herbert Hauptman  1985 – Jerome Karle  1986 – John 
Polanyi  1989 – Sidney Altman  1992 – Rudolph Marcus  1994 -  George Olah  1996 – Harold Kroto  1998 – 
Walter Kohn  2000 – Alan Heeger  2004 – Aaron Ciechanover 
 
Medicine:  1908 - Elie Metchnikoff  1908 - Paul Erlich  1914 - Robert Barany  1922 - Otto Meyerhof  1930 - 
Karl Landsteiner  1931 - Otto Warburg  1936 - Otto Loewi  1944 - Joseph Erlanger  1944 - Herbert Spencer 
Gasser  1945 - Ernst Boris Chain   1946 - Hermann Joseph Muller  1950 - Tadeus Reichstein   1952 - Selman 
Abraham Waksman  1953 - Hans Krebs  1953 - Fritz Albert Lipmann  1958 - Joshua Lederberg  1959 - Arthur 
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Kornberg  1964 - Konrad Bloch  1965 - Francois Jacob  1965 - Andre Lwoff  1967 - George Wald  1968 - 
Marshall W. Nirenberg  1969 - Salvador Luria  1970 - Julius Axelrod  1970 - Sir Bernard Katz  1972 - Gerald 
Maurice Edelman  1975 - Howard Martin Temin  1976 - Baruch S. Blumberg  1977 - Roselyn Sussman Yalow 
1978 - Daniel Nathans  1980 - Baruj Benacerraf  1984 - Cesar Milstein  1985 - Michael Stuart Brown  1985 - 
Joseph L. Goldstein     1986 - Stanley Cohen & Rita Levi-Montalcini  1988 - Gertrude Elion  1989 - Harold 
Varmus  1991 - Erwin Neher  1991 - Bert Sakmann  1993 - Richard J. Roberts  1993 - Phillip Sharp  1994 - 
Alfred Gilman  1995 - Edward B. Lewis 1997- Stanley B. Prusiner 1998 – Robert Furchgott  2000 – Paul 
Greengard & Eric Kandel   2002 – H. Robert Horvitz & Sydney Brenner 
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